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Sandwich  Islands 
Diaries  Acquired 


Two  of  the  original  diaries  of  Walter 
Murray  Gibson,  along  with  notes  from 
four  additional  Gibson  diaries,  were  re- 
cently donated  to  the  Brigham  Young 
University  library  by  the  well-known 
historian  of  the  Hawaiian  monarchy, 
Kathleen  Dickinson  Mellen,  and  by 
Gwynn  Barrett,  author  of  this  article. 

The  Gibson  diaries  were  given  to 
Mrs.  Mellen  many  years  ago  by  Mrs. 
Rachel  Wescoatt,  the  last  surviving 
grandchild  of  Walter  Murray  Gibson. 
Mrs.  Mellen  presented  the  diaries  and 
papers  to  Mr.  Barrett  who  recently  re- 
'turned  to  the  mainland  after  a  decade  of 
teaching  and  study  in  the  Pacific  Is- 
lands. 

Gibson,  who  joined  the  Mormons  in 
January,  1860,  having  been  baptized  by 
Heber  C.  Kimball  and  confirmed  under 
the  hands  of  the  presidency  of  the 
Church,  filled  a  six-month  mission  in 
New  York  before  departing  for  Japan 
and  Malaya  as  a  special  emissary  of 
the  First  Presidency.  Correspondence 
between  Gibson  and  Brigham  Young 
from  1860  through  1862  indicates  that  the 
former  was  held  in  high  regard  by  Presi- 
dent Young,  who  fully  approved  of  Gib- 
son's work  in  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
(Gibson  intended  to  stay  in  Hawaii  only 
temporarily;  however,  circumstances  led 
him  to  remain  there  until  the  last  year 
of  his  life). 

While  Gibson,  in  the  minds  of  some, 
at  least,  was  a  "great  rascal,"  to  be 
equated  with  Samuel  Brannan  or,  per- 
haps, John  C.  Bennett,  an  examination 
of  the  diaries,  as  well  as  other  papers 
and  correspondence,  suggests  that  Gib- 
son should  be  remembered  as  a  great 
friend  of  the  Mormons.  He  alone  was 
not  responsible  for  the  irregularities 
which,  it  has  been  assumed,  were  intro- 
duced by  him  into  the  Church  in  the 
islands. 


WALTER   MURRAY    GIBSON— prominent   figure   in   early   history  of  the   Mormon 
Church  in  the  Sandwich  Islands. 


The  two  diaries,  now  at  BYU,  cover 
the  period  from  January  1,  1886,  to  De- 
cember 31,  1887  (Gibson  died  of  tuber- 
culosis in  St.  Mary's  Hospital  in  San 
Francisco,  January  24,  1888).  Walter 
Murray  Gibson  became  the  Premier  of 


Hawaii  in  May  of  1882,  during  the  reign 
of  King  David  Kalakaua,  and  served  the 
Hawaiian  Kingdom  in  this  capacity  until 
July  of  1887,  when  his  departure  for  San 
Francisco  was  forced  upon  him  by  the 
white,  sugar  oligarchy. 


Taiwan  Librarian 
Locates  Letters 


Recently,  a  valuable  collection  of  let- 
ters and  one  small  journal  penned  by  a 
Mormon  pioneer  woman  were  located 
by  and  made  available  to  Brigham 
Young  University  through  a  librarian  in 
Taipei,  Taiwan. 

The  letters  and  small  journal  be- 
longed to  Phoebe  K.  Pratt,  and  the  earli- 
est entry  in  the  journal  is  a  copy  of  a 
patriarchal  blessing  given  to  Phoebe  K. 
Pratt  by  Patriarch  Joseph  Smith,  Sr.,  at 
Stow,  Ohio,  May  18,  1836. 

The  letters  cover  a  very  interesting 
period  of  Church  history,  beginning  with 
the  preparation  of  the  Saints  to  leave 
Nauvoo  and  ending  in  the  Salt  Lake  Val- 
ley, 1867.  One  letter,  postmarked  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri  (probably  about  1847, 
letter  is  not  dated),  states  in  part:  "I 
am  obliged  to  improve  my  time  to  the 
best  advantage  to  procure  a  livelyhood 
and  to  accumulate  means  to  pursue  my 
journey  in  the  spring  if  an  opportunity 
should  be  presented  to  go  to  the  valley— 
This  gathering  is  not  the  spur  of  a  mo- 
ment it  appears  that  it  must  take  some 
years  to  remove  the  whole  church  and 
their  number  is  daily  increasing  the 
great  and  wise  the  rich  and  noble  are 
gathering  in  from  the  old  countries  by 
hundreds  and  thousands." 

A  letter  dated  March  5,  1858,  tells  of 
the  army  approaching  the  settlements: 
"You  no  dout  have  heard  of  the  armies 
that  are  coming  against  this  people  to 
destroy  them— there  was  some  thousands 
that  come  on  last  summer  with  a  de- 
termination to  winter  in  this  vally— but 
the  Lord  would  not  suffer  them  to  come 
any  further  than  Green  River  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  from  here  where 
they  are  left  to  suffer  there  horses  and 
cattle  have  died  and  they  can  procede 
no  further." 

Whether  it  be  Provo,  Utah,  Taiwan  or 
some  other  place  of  interest,  worthy 
manuscript  materials  of  various  types 
are  in  need  of  better  protection.  The 
Brigham  Young  University  library  has 
one  of  the  finest  facilities  in  the  western 
United  States  for  the  preservation  of 
this  type  of  material.  The  controlled 
temperature,  humidity,  and  security  pro- 
visions give  the  library  conditions  similar 
to  the  National  Archives  of  Washington, 
D.C. 

If  you  know  of  any  diaries,  books, 
manuscripts,  old  periodicals,  or  news- 
papers that  may  be  of  interest  from  an 
historical  standpoint,  please  contact 
Director  of  Libraries,  Brigham  Young 
University,   Provo,   Utah. 


INTERVIEWEE  PRESENTS  RARE  PHOTOS  of  BYA  Scientific  Expedition  to  Soutl 
America,  1900-1902.  Shown  with  their  horses  at  Kanab,  Utah,  May  4,  1900,  are  threi 
members  of  the  expedition.  From  left  to  right:  Lafe  Reese,  Royal  Wool  ley,  dono 
of  picture,  and  Eugene  L.  Roberts.  k 


Oral   Histories  Aid  Research  Studies 


; 


Conducting  tape-recorded  interviews 
with  students  who  attended  Brigham 
Young  University  in  its  early  years,  as 
well  as  with  other  senior  citizens  of 
Utah,  is  an  activity  that  has  been  con- 
ducted for  a  number  of  years  by  the 
University  Archives  section  of  the  J. 
Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  Library. 

For  lack  of  a  better  name,  the  pro- 
gram is  known  as  "oral  history."  Re- 
corded reminiscences,  although  not  al- 
ways accurate,  are  nevertheless  valu- 
able, as  such  recollections  often  fill  in 
additional  information  or  sidelights  to 
people  and  events  of  yesteryears  that 
are  not  always  found  in  printed  historical 
accounts. 

An  incident  not  generally  known  in 
the  life  of  BYU  Principal  Karl  G.  Maeser 
was  brought  to  light  in  a  recorded  inter- 
view in  1964  with  the  late  Eva  Maeser 
Crandall,  a  daughter.  She  recalled  that 
while  as  a  young  child  walking  home 
with  her  father  from  a  meeting  at 
the  Provo  Tabernacle,  she  remarked, 
"Father,  they  don't  think  the  school  is 
as  good  as  it  was  when  you  were  there." 
The  reply:  "Oh,  my  child,  it  should 
never  have  been  said.  That  is  a  school 
of  destiny,  and  no  man  can  thwart  its 
purpose." 


To  date,  recorded  interviews  hav 
been  conducted  with  the  following  alum 
ni  who  attended  BYU  before  the  turn  o 
the  century  or  shortly  afterward:  Lowr 
Nelson,  Alex  Hedquist,  Clark  Newell 
Mrs.  Sadie  Fletcher  Jones,  Mrs.  Margai 
et  Maw,  Mrs.  Marie  Rollins,  Georg 
Shelley,  Amasa  Clark,  Francis  W.  Kirt 
ham,  Leah  Widtsoe,  Orville  C.  Day,  Ro> 
al  B.  Woolley,  and  Mrs.  Eva  Maese 
Crandall. 

Other  senior  citizens  of  Utah  who  di 
not  attend  BYU  but  who  have  been  intei 
viewed  to  record  their  recollections  c 
early  days  in  Utah  are  the  following 
the  late  Mrs.  Hilda  Erickson,  108-yeai 
old  resident  of  Utah,  who  was  the  las 
surviving  immigrant  Mormon  pioneer  t 
cross  the  plains  before  the  railroad 
four  Mormon  colonists  from  Mexico- 
Earl  Stowell,  Canute  Breinholt,  Aim 
Walser,  and  Charles  Burrell;  and  Aide 
J.  Anderson  of  Salt  Lake  City,  forme 
traffic  manager  of  the  old  Salt  Lake  an 
Utah  Railroad  Company. 

Approximately  1,500  pages  of  trar 
scriptions  with  indexes  have  been  pr< 
pared  thus  far  from  the  tape-recorde 
interviews. 


HONORS  STUDY  ROOM— located  on  the  fourth  level  of  the  Clark    Library    Building, 
ppacious  study  area  was  established   in  1964. 


Seating   capacity    is    125    students.     This 


Library  Houses  Honors  Center 


It  is  particularly  appropriate  that  the 
Brigham  Young  University  Honors  Pro- 
gram center  and  study  room  is  housed  in 
the  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  Library,  be- 
cause both  the  program  and  the  edifice 
symbolize  the  University's  striving  for 
academic  excellence. 

Established  in  1961,  the  Honors  Pro- 
gram assists  students  with  unusual  prom- 
ise to  achieve  the  maximum  benefit 
from  their  university  experience.  Among 
the  specific  advantages  offered  are: 

1.  Flexibility  in  programming,  in  that' 
course    prerequisites,    load    limits,    and 
general  requirements  may  be  adjusted 
to  meet  individual  needs. 

2.  Close  association  with  capable  stu- 
dents and  stimulating  teachers  in  honors 
sections  of  many  courses. 

3.  Independent  research  and  creative 
activity  in  fields  of  primary  interest. 

4.  Rewarding  extracurricular  asso- 
ciation with  teachers  and  other  Honors 
Program  students. 

Almost  eight  hundred  students,  whose 
predictors  of  success  in  higher  educa- 
tion place  them  above  the  ninety-seventh 


percentile  by  national  norms,  are  pres- 
ently in  the  program,  while  another  hun- 
dred men  are  on  leave  for  missionary  or 
military  service.  Supervising  their  ac- 
tivities from  the  honors  center  on  the 
fourth  level  of  the  library  are  Associate 
Directors  Richard  D.  Poll,  Richard  L. 
Bushman,  and  J.  Duane  Dudley. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  cen- 
ter is  the  Honors  Study  Room.  Attrac- 
tive carpeting,  draperies,  and  paneled 
walls  were  contributed  by  students  in 
the  program  under  a  continuing  and 
quite  voluntary  fund-r  a  i  s  i  n  g  plan. 
Equipped  with  a  growing  collection  of 
reference  books,  significant  literary 
works,  and  current  publications,  the 
study  room  serves  the  intellectual  and, 
if  the  truth  were  admitted,  some  of  the 
social  needs  of  a  large  faction  of  the 
total  program  enrollment. 

The  bulletin  boards  in  the  study 
room  not  only  inform  of  coming  honors 
panels,  firesides,  student  lectures,  dis- 
cussion breakfasts,  and  socials,  but  also 
carry  some  of  the  wit  and  wisdom  of  the 
more  extroverted  participants.  An 
elected   student   advisory   council   plans 


and  conducts  the  various  extracurricular 
activities  and,  incidentally,  checks  to  see 
that  the  spontaneous  contributions  to 
the  bulletin  boards  are  of  honors  quality. 
Although  several  of  the  academic  de- 
partments offer  advanced  honors 
courses  for  majors  and  minors,  and  the 
University  scholar  program  gives  out- 
standing honors  students  opportunity  for 
individual  research  and  creative  projects 
in  the  junior  and  senior  year,  the  primary 
impact  of  the  BYU  Honors  Program  is 
in  the  general  education  area.  Honors 
sections  of  standard  general  education 
courses  feature  limited  enrollment  and 
maximum  discussion  opportunities.  In 
addition,  several  specially  designed  inter- 
disciplinary and  team-taught  courses 
seek  to  carry  the  student  participants 
beyond  the  mastery  of  definitions  and 
data  to  the  exploration  of  the  meanings 
and  implications  of  knowledge.  The 
senior  oral  examination  then  gives  op- 
portunity for  the  honors  student  to  give 
an  accounting  of  his  stewardship  to  a 
committee  of  three  faculty  members — a 
frightening  but  also  challenging  and  ex- 
citing experience. 


CONTRIBUTING 
FRIENDS 


The  following  is  a  list  of  those  con- 
tributing gifts,  cash,  or  books  in  support 
of  the  library.  Donors  are  for  the  months 
of  November  and  December  1967. 

BOOKS  AND  MANUSCRIPTS 

Altrusa  Club  of  Provo 

Anderson,  H.  Verlan 

Anderson,  Mario 

Anderson,  Richard  L. 

Baker,  Ama  Nowlin 

Beck,  Jay  V. 

Bentley,  Joseph  T. 

Bird,  Freeman  C. 

BYU  Hospitality  Committee 

BYU  Second  Stake  Sunday  School 

Brown,  Harold  W. 

Bullock,  Kenneth  C. 

Cameron,  J.  Elliot 

Chang,  Tien-Tse  Estate 

Church,  Lewis 

Clark,  James  R. 

Coleman,  Arthur  D. 

Croft,  Evan  M. 

Cullimore,  Lloyd  L. 

Dick,  Gerald 

Easter,  George  M. 

Evans,  LaMar 

Faulkner,  J.  Earl 

Frazier,  Boydean 

Goodman,  A.  Harold 

Grow,  Stewart  L. 

Hall,  H.  Tracy 

Hansen,  George  H. 

Horsley,  Dorothy 

Hunter,  Howard  W. 

Jacobson,  Lynn  M. 

Jameson,  Robert 

Johansson,  Gust 

Johnson,  Anna 

Jones,  Garth  N. 

Lamson,  Merle 

Larsen,  A.  Dean 

McCune,  George  M. 

Midgley,  Louis 

Moore,  Hal  G. 

Moses,  Darrell 

Pardoe,  T.  Earl 

Partridge,  Mark  N. 

Pearson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald 

Pehrson,  Sadie 

Provo  Rotary  Club 

Richan,  F.  Partridge 

Sanderson,  Ivan  L. 

Smith,  David  L. 

Smith,  Harold  T. 

Smith,  Oliver  R. 

Sorenson,  Mrs.  Ben 

Springer,  L.  Frank 

Steele,  Randall 

Symons,  Joseph  N. 

Taylor,  Harvey  L. 

Thome,  Lucile 

Trunnell,  Jack  B. 


Turner,  Mrs.  Floy  L. 
Walker,  Rudger  H. 
White,  David  A. 
White,  Fred  G. 
Wimmer,  Larry  T. 
Young,  Karl 

BOOKS  GIVEN  "IN  MEMORY" 

Reynolds,  Alice  Louise  Club,  Chapter  6 

MEMORIAL  CASH  GIFTS 

Billings,  Russell  M. 

Bird,  Lee  A. 

BYU  Faculty  &  Staff 

BYU  Seventh  Stake 

Callahan  Springs  Second  Ward 

Seminary 
Earl,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  J. 
Edwards,  William  F. 
Froerer,  Owen 
Mickelsen,  Kalvin  G. 
Palmer,  Charles 
Sandstrom,  Carl  L. 
Saunders,  Lorin  C. 
Saunders,  Wayne  E. 
Valentine,  Amy  Y. 
Vest,  H.  Grant 


ALUMNI  EMERITUS  DONORS 

Litster,  Mrs.  William  T. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  con- 
tributing to  the  "Friends  of  the  Brigham 
Young  University  Library"  Program 
from  November  1,  1967,  to  December  31, 
1967. 

SPONSOR 

Brown,  James  C. 
Flake,  Chad 
Larson,  Gustive  0. 
Savage,  Arley  F. 

CONTRIBUTING  MEMBERS 

Allphin,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Nylin 
Chapman,  Corma 
Nelson,  Donald  K. 
Thorn,  Lucile 

SUSTAINING  MEMBERS 

Broadhead,  Daken  K. 
Eustice,  J.  Blaine 
Fairchild,  Vanda 
Hawker,  Alora 
Jenson,  Gloria 
Jones,  Lorin  F. 
Larsen,  A.  Dean 
Parrish,  Joyce 
Pope,  Elizabeth 

MEMBERS 

Albrecht,  Sterling 
Boren,  John  H. 
Bowen,  John  E. 
Casper,  Gordon 


Clove,  Frank  E. 
Conklin,  C.  E. 
Francis,  Janet 
Galbraith,  Ted  W. 
Gillespie,  Eva  G. 
Heer,  Phillip 
Helvey,  Edren 
Isgreen,  E.  Paul 
Jordan,  Paul 
Judd,  George  D. 
Knowles,  Paul  W. 
Lamson,  Merle 
Matthews,  Karen 
Mueller,  Marjorie 
Oaks,  Carol 
Oscarson,  R.  Don 
Pope,  Wiley 
Sander,  Mary  M. 
Scott,  Hollis 
Smith,  Nathan 
Smith,  Willard  R. 
Steenblik,  Joseph  F. 
Sun,  Lydia 
Teglassy,  Madelaine 
Webb,  Beth 
Wiggins,  Marvin 


Library 
Postscripts 

Expensive   Rubbish 

"The  highest  price  ever  paid  for  ai 
manuscript  is  $280,000,  paid  in  1933  1 
the  British  Museum  to  the  USSR  Gover 
ment  for  the  1600-year-old  manuscri 
bible,  'Codex  Sinaiticus,'  originally  fro 
the  Monastery  of  St.  Catharine  on  Jh 
Sinai,  Egypt."  (The  manuscript  w 
rescued  from  a  rubbish  pile  in  1844). 
— Guiness'  Book  of  World  Records,  19< 
p.  163. 


Chief  Aim  of  BYU 

"...  I  thought  I  should  like  to  say 
few  words  regarding  the  fundamen 
objectives  of  this  great  school  (BY 
...  I  think  the  noblest  aim  is  charact 
notwithstanding  what  some  leading  p 
fessors  say  about  the  special  work  oi 
university."  —An  address  by  Preside 
David  O.  McKay  of  The  Church  of  Je$ 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  to  the  Bv 
Faculty  Workshop,  September  17,  19 


Restricted  Vision 

Someone  has  said,  "a  student  work  !™ 
with  text  books  alone,  is  like  a  trave ' 
abroad  who  keeps  his  nose  in  the  gu '■ 
book  and  never  looks  at  the  life  aroil 
him." 

1600  63427    I 


DIARY  OF 
Walter  Murray  Gibson 
January  1,  1887  to  December  Jl,  1887 


Presented  to  The  Church  College  of  Hawaii 
with  the  understanding  that  this  diary  will 
not  be  made  available  to  scholars  before 
December  1,  1968,  nor  without  the  permission 
of  Kathleen  Dickensen  Mellen.   Copies  are  not 
to  be  made  without  written  pen$is3lLon« 

Gwynri  3arrett 
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Sandwich  Islands 
Diaries  Acquired 


Two  of  the  original  diaries  of  Walter 
Murray  Gibson,  along  with  notes  from 
our  additional  Gibson  diaries,  were  re- 
:ently  donated  to  the  Brigham  Young 
University  library  by  the  well-known 
listorian  of  the  Hawaiian  monarchy, 
Kathleen  Dickinson  Mellen,  and  by 
Gwynn  Barrett,  author  of  this  article. 

the  Gibson  diaries  were  given  to 
Mrs.  Mellen  many  years  ago  by  Mrs. 
Rachel  Wescoatt,  the  last  surviving 
grandchild  of  Walter  Murray  Gibson. 
Mrs.  Mellen  presented  the  diaries  and 
papers  to  Mr.  Barrett  who  recently  re- 
turned to  the  mainland  after  a  decade  of 
teaching  and  study  in  the  Pacific  Is- 
lands. 

Gibson,  who  joined  the  Mormons  in 
January,  1860,  having  been  baptized  by 
Heber  C.  Kimball  and  confirmed  under 
the  hands  of  the  presidency  of  the 
Church,  filled  a  six-month  mission  in 
New  York  before  departing  for  Japan 
and  Malaya  as  a  special  emissary  of 
the  First  Presidency.  Correspondence 
between  Gibson  and  Brigham  Young 
from  1860  through  1862  indicates  that  the 
former  was  held  in  high  regard  by  Presi- 
dent Young,  who  fully  approved  of  Gib- 
son's work  in  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
(Gibson  intended  to  stay  in  Hawaii  only 
temporarily;  however,  circumstances  led 
him  to  remain  there  until  the  last  year 
(of  his  life). 

While  Gibson,  in  the  minds  of  some, 
(at  least,  was  a  "great  rascal,"  to  be 
(equated  with  Samuel  Brannan  or,  per- 
haps, John  C.  Bennett,  an  examination 
of  the  diaries,  as  well  as  other  papers 
and  correspondence,  suggests  that  Gib- 
son should  be  remembered  as  a  great 
friend  of  the  Mormons.  He  alone  was 
not  responsible  for  the  irregularities 
which,  it  has  been  assumed,  were  intro- 
duced by  him  into  the  Church  in  the 
islands. 


WALTER   MURRAY   GIBSON-prominent  figure   in   early   history  of  the   Mormon 
Church  in  the  Sandwich  Islands. 


The  two  diaries,  now  at  BYU,  cover 
the  period  from  January  1,  1886,  to  De- 
cember 31,  1887  (Gibson  died  of  tuber- 
culosis in  St.  Marys  Hospital  in  San 
Francisco,  January  24,  1888).  Walter 
Murray  Gibson  became  the  Premier  of 


Hawaii  in  May  of  1882,  during  the  reign 
of  King  David  Kalakaua,  and  served  the 
Hawaiian  Kingdom  in  this  capacity  until 
July  of  1887,  when  his  departure  for  San 
Francisco  was  forced  upon  him  by  the 
white,  sugar  oligarchy. 


Taiwan  Librarian 
Locates  Letters 


Recently,  a  valuable  collection  of  let- 
ters and  one  small  journal  penned  by  a 
Mormon  pioneer  woman  were  located 
by  and  made  available  to  Brigham 
Young  University  through  a  librarian  in 
Taipei,  Taiwan. 

The  letters  and  small  journal  be- 
longed to  Phoebe  K.  Pratt,  and  the  earli- 
est entry  in  the  journal  is  a  copy  of  a 
patriarchal  blessing  given  to  Phoebe  K. 
Pratt  by  Patriarch  Joseph  Smith,  Sr.,  at 
Stow,  Ohio,  May  18,  1836. 

The  letters  cover  a  very  interesting 
period  of  Church  history,  beginning  with 
the  preparation  of  the  Saints  to  leave 
Nauvoo  and  ending  in  the  Salt  Lake  Val- 
ley, 1867.  One  letter,  postmarked  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri  (probably  about  1847, 
letter  is  not  dated),  states  in  part:  "I 
am  obliged  to  improve  my  time  to  the 
best  advantage  to  procure  a  livelyhood 
and  to  accumulate  means  to  pursue  my 
journey  in  the  spring  if  an  opportunity 
should  be  presented  to  go  to  the  valley— 
This  gathering  is  not  the  spur  of  a  mo- 
ment it  appears  that  it  must  take  some 
years  to  remove  the  whole  church  and 
their  number  is  daily  increasing  the 
great  and  wise  the  rich  and  noble  are 
gathering  in  from  the  old  countries  by 
hundreds  and  thousands." 

A  letter  dated  March  5,  1858,  tells  of 
the  army  approaching  the  settlements: 
"You  no  dout  have  heard  of  the  armies 
that  are  coming  against  this  people  to 
destroy  them— there  was  some  thousands 
that  come  on  last  summer  with  a  de- 
termination to  winter  in  this  vally— but 
the  Lord  would  not  suffer  them  to  come 
any  further  than  Green  River  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  from  here  where 
they  are  left  to  suffer  there  horses  and 
cattle  have  died  and  they  can  procede 
no  further." 

Whether  it  be  Provo,  Utah,  Taiwan  or 
some  other  place  of  interest,  worthy 
manuscript  materials  of  various  types 
are  in  need  of  better  protection.  The 
Brigham  Young  University  library  has 
one  of  the  finest  facilities  in  the  western 
United  States  for  the  preservation  of 
this  type  of  material.  The  controlled 
temperature,  humidity,  and  security  pro- 
visions give  the  library  conditions  similar 
to  the  National  Archives  of  Washington, 
D.C. 

If  you  know  of  any  diaries,  books, 
manuscripts,  old  periodicals,  or  news- 
papers that  may  be  of  interest  from  an 
historical  standpoint,  please  contact 
Director  of  Libraries,  Brigham  Young 
University,   Provo,   Utah. 


INTERVIEWEE  PRESENTS  RARE  PHOTOS  of  BYA  Scientific  Expedition  to  Soi 
America,  1900-1902.  Shown  with  their  horses  at  Kanab,  Utah,  May  4,  1900,  are  thi 
members  of  the  expedition.  From  left  to  right:  Lafe  Reese,  Royal  Woolley,  doi 
of  picture,  and  Eugene  L.  Roberts. 

Oral   Histories  Aid  Research  Studic 


Conducting  tape-recorded  interviews 
with  students  who  attended  Brigham 
Young  University  in  its  early  years,  as 
well  as  with  other  senior  citizens  of 
Utah,  is  an  activity  that  has  been  con- 
ducted for  a  number  of  years  by  the 
University  Archives  section  of  the  J. 
Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  Library. 

For  lack  of  a  better  name,  the  pro- 
gram is  known  as  "oral  history."  Re- 
corded reminiscences,  although  not  al- 
ways accurate,  are  nevertheless  valu- 
able, as  such  recollections  often  fill  in 
additional  information  or  sidelights  to. 
people  and  events  of  yesteryears  that 
are  not  always  found  in  printed  historical 
accounts. 

An  incident  not  generally  known  in 
the  life  of  BYU  Principal  Karl  G.  Maeser 
was  brought  to  light  in  a  recorded  inter- 
view in  1964  with  the  late  Eva  Maeser 
Crandall,  a  daughter.  She  recalled  that 
while  as  a  young  child  walking  home 
with  her  father  from  a  meeting  at 
the  Provo  Tabernacle,  she  remarked, 
"Father,  they  don't  think  the  school  is 
as  good  as  it  was  when  you  were  there." 
The  reply:  "Oh,  my  child,  it  should 
never  have  been  said.  That  is  a  school 
of  destiny,  and  no  man  can  thwart  its 
purpose." 


To  date,  recorded  interviews  hi 
been  conducted  with  the  following  all 
ni  who  attended  BYU  before  the  turn 
the  century  or  shortly  afterward:  Lov 
Nelson,  Alex  Hedquist,  Clark  Wew 
Mrs.  Sadie  Fletcher  Jones,  Mrs.  Marg 
et  Maw,  Mrs.  Marie  Rollins,  Geoi 
Shelley,  Amasa  Clark,  Francis  W.  Ki 
ham,  Leah  Widtsoe,  Orville  C.  Day,  R 
al  B.  Woolley,  and  Mrs.  Eva  Mae 
Crandall. 

Other  senior  citizens  of  Utah  who 
not  attend  BYU  but  who  have  been  inl 
viewed  to  record  their  recollections 
early  days  in  Utah  are  the  followii 
the  late  Mrs.  Hilda  Erickson,  108-ye 
old  resident  of  Utah,  who  was  the  1 
surviving  immigrant  Mormon  pioneer 
cross  the  plains  before  the  railro; 
four  Mormon  colonists  from  Mexic 
Earl  Stowell,  Canute  Breinholt,  Al 
Walser,  and  Charles  Burrell;  and  Al< 
J.  Anderson  of  Salt  Lake  City,  forr 
traffic  manager  of  the  old  Salt  Lake  i 
Utah  Railroad  Company. 

Approximately  1,500  pages  of  tr 
scriptions  with  indexes  have  been  p 
pared  thus  far  from  the  tape-recon 
interviews. 


HONORS  STUDY  ROOM— located  on  the  fourth  level  of  the  Clark    Library    Building, 
f spacious  study  area  was  established   in  1964. 


Seating    capacity    is    125    students.     This 


Library  Houses  Honors  Center 


It  is  particularly  appropriate  that  the 
Brigham  Young  University  Honors  Pro- 
gram center  and  study  room  is  housed  in 
".he  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  Library,  be- 
cause both  the  program  and  the  edifice 
symbolize  the  University's  striving  for 
academic  excellence. 

Established  in  1961,  the  Honors  Pro- 
gram assists  students  with  unusual  prom- 
ise to  achieve  the  maximum  benefit 
Tom  their  university  experience.  Among 
the  specific  advantages  offered  are: 

1.  Flexibility  in  programming,  in  that ' 
course   prerequisites,    load   limits,    and 
general  requirements  may  be  adjusted 
to  meet  individual  needs. 

2.  Close  association  with  capable  stu- 
dents and  stimulating  teachers  in  honors 
sections  of  many  courses. 

3.  Independent  research  and  creative 
activity  in  fields  of  primary  interest. 

4.  Rewarding  extracurricular  asso- 
ciation with  teachers  and  other  Honors 
Program  students. 

Almost  eight  hundred  students,  whose 
predictors  of  success  in  higher  educa- 
tion place  them  above  the  ninety-seventh 


percentile  by  national  norms,  are  pres- 
ently in  the  program,  while  another  hun- 
dred men  are  on  leave  for  missionary  or 
military  service.  Supervising  their  ac- 
tivities from  the  honors  center  on  the 
fourth  level  of  the  library  are  Associate 
Directors  Richard  D.  Poll,  Richard  L. 
Bushman,  and  J.  Duane  Dudley. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  cen- 
ter is  the  Honors  Study  Room.  Attrac- 
tive carpeting,  draperies,  and  paneled 
walls  were  contributed  by  students  in 
the  program  under  a  continuing  and 
quite  voluntary  fund-r  a  i  s  i  n  g  plan. 
Equipped  with  a  growing  collection  of 
reference  books,  significant  literary 
works,  and  current  publications,  the 
study  room  serves  the  intellectual  and, 
if  the  truth  were  admitted,  some  of  the 
social  needs  of  a  large  faction  of  the 
total  program  enrollment. 

The  bulletin  boards  in  the  study 
room  not  only  inform  of  coming  honors 
panels,  firesides,  student  lectures,  dis- 
cussion breakfasts,  and  socials,  but  also 
carry  some  of  the  wit  and  wisdom  of  the 
more  extroverted  participants.  An 
elected   student   advisory   council   plans 


and  conducts  the  various  extracurricular 
activities  and,  incidentally,  checks  to  see 
that  the  spontaneous  contributions  to 
the  bulletin  boards  are  of  honors  quality. 
Although  several  of  the  academic  de- 
partments offer  advanced  honors 
courses  for  majors  and  minors,  and  the 
University  scholar  program  gives  out- 
standing honors  students  opportunity  for 
individual  research  and  creative  projects 
in  the  junior  and  senior  year,  the  primary 
impact  of  the  BYU  Honors  Program  is 
in  the  general  education  area.  Honors 
sections  of  standard  general  education 
courses  feature  limited  enrollment  and 
maximum  discussion  opportunities.  In 
addition,  several  specially  designed  inter- 
disciplinary and  team-taught  courses 
seek  to  carry  the  student  participants 
beyond  the  mastery  of  definitions  and 
data  to  the  exploration  of  the  meanings 
and  implications  of  knowledge.  The 
senior  oral  examination  then  gives  op- 
portunity for  the  honors  student  to  give 
an  accounting  of  his  stewardship  to  a 
committee  of  three  faculty  members— a 
frightening  but  also  challenging  and  ex- 
citing experience. 


CONTRIBUTING 
FRIENDS 


The  following  is  a  list  of  those  con- 
tributing gifts,  cash,  or  books  in  support 
of  the  library.  Donors  are  for  the  months 
of  November  and  December  1967. 

BOOKS  AND  MANUSCRIPTS 

Altrusa  Club  of  Provo 

Anderson,  H.  Verlan 

Anderson,  Mario 

Anderson,  Richard  L. 

Baker,  Ama  Nowlin 

Beck,  Jay  V. 

Bentley,  Joseph  T. 

Bird,  Freeman  C. 

BYU  Hospitality  Committee 

BYU  Second  Stake  Sunday  School 

Brown,  Harold  W. 

Bullock,  Kenneth  C. 

Cameron,  J.  Elliot 

Chang,  Tien-Tse  Estate 

Church,  Lewis 

Clark,  James  R. 

Coleman,  Arthur  D. 

Croft,  Evan  M. 

Cullimore,  Lloyd  L. 

Dick,  Gerald 

Easter,  George  M. 

Evans,  LaMar 

Faulkner,  J.  Earl 

Frazier,  Boydean 

Goodman,  A.  Harold 

Grow,  Stewart  L. 

Hall,  H.  Tracy 

Hansen,  George  H. 

Horsley,  Dorothy 

Hunter,  Howard  W. 

Jacobson,  Lynn  M. 

Jameson,  Robert 

Johansson,  Gust 

Johnson,  Anna 

Jones,  Garth  N. 

Lamson,  Merle 

Larsen,  A.  Dean 

McCune,  George  M. 

Midgley,  Louis 

Moore,  Hal  G. 

Moses,  Darrell 

Pardoe,  T.  Earl 

Partridge,  Mark  N. 

Pearson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald 

Pehrson,  Sadie 

Provo  Rotary  Club 

Richan,  F.  Partridge 

Sanderson,  Ivan  L. 

Smith,  David  L. 

Smith,  Harold  T. 

Smith,  Oliver  R. 

Sorenson,  Mrs.  Ben 

Springer,  L.  Frank 

Steele,  Randall 

Symons,  Joseph  N. 

Taylor,  Harvey  L. 

Thome,  Lucile 

Trunnell,  Jack  B. 


Turner,  Mrs.  Floy  L. 
Walker,  Rudger  H. 
White,  David  A. 
White,  Fred  G. 
Wimmer,  Larry  T. 
Young,  Karl 

BOOKS  GIVEN  "IN  MEMORY" 

Reynolds,  Alice  Louise  Club,  Chapter  6 

MEMORIAL  CASH  GIFTS 

Billings,  Russell  M. 

Bird,  Lee  A. 

BYU  Faculty  &  Staff 

BYU  Seventh  Stake 

Callahan  Springs  Second  Ward 

Seminary 
Earl,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  J. 
Edwards,  William  F. 
Froerer,  Owen 
Mickelsen,  Kalvin  G. 
Palmer,  Charles 
Sandstrom,  Carl  L. 
Saunders,  Lorin  C. 
Saunders,  Wayne  E. 
Valentine,  Amy  Y. 
Vest,  H.  Grant 


ALUMNI  EMERITUS  DONORS 

Litster,  Mrs.  William  T. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  con- 
tributing to  the  "Friends  of  the  Brigham 
Young  University  Library"  Program 
from  November  1,  1967,  to  December  31, 
1967. 

SPONSOR 

Brown,  James  C. 
Flake,  Chad 
Larson,  Gustive  0. 
Savage,  Arley  F. 

CONTRIBUTING  MEMBERS 

Allphin,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Nylin 
Chapman,  Corma 
Nelson,  Donald  K. 
Thorn,  Lucile 

SUSTAINING  MEMBERS 

Broadhead,  Daken  K. 
Eustice,  J.  Blaine 
Fairchild,  Vanda 
Hawker,  Alora 
Jenson,  Gloria 
Jones,  Lorin  F. 
Larsen,  A.  Dean 
Parrish,  Joyce 
Pope,  Elizabeth 

MEMBERS 

Albrecht,  Sterling 
Boren,  John  H. 
Bowen,  John  E. 
Casper,  Gordon 


Clove,  Frank  E. 
Conklin,  C.  E. 
Francis,  Janet 
Galbraith,  Ted  W. 
Gillespie,  Eva  G. 
Heer,  Phillip 
Helvey,  Edren 
Isgreen,  E.  Paul 
Jordan,  Paul 
Judd,  George  D. 
Knowles,  Paul  W. 
Lamson,  Merle 
Matthews,  Karen 
Mueller,  Marjorie 
Oaks,  Carol 
Oscarson,  R.  Don 
Pope,  Wiley 
Sander,  Mary  M. 
Scott,  Hollis 
Smith,  Nathan 
Smith,  Willard  R. 
Steenblik,  Joseph  F. 
Sun,  Lydia 
Teglassy,  Madelaine 
Webb,  Beth 
Wiggins,  Marvin 


Library 
Postscripts       { 

Expensive   Rubbish 

"The  highest  price  ever  paid  for  any 
manuscript  is  $280,000,  paid  in  1933  by 
the  British  Museum  to  the  USSR  Govern- 
ment for  the  1600-year-old  manuscript 
bible,  'Codex  Sinaiticus,'  originally  from 
the  Monastery  of  St.  Catharine  on  Mt. 
Sinai,  Egypt."  (The  manuscript  was 
rescued  from  a  rubbish  pile  in  1844). 
— Guiness'  Book  of  World  Records,  1966, 
p.  163. 


Chief  Aim  of  BYU 

"...  I  thought  I  should  like  to  say  a 
few  words  regarding  the  fundamental 
objectives  of  this  great  school  (BYU) 
...  I  think  the  noblest  aim  is  character, 
notwithstanding  what  some  leading  pro- 
fessors say  about  the  special  work  of  a 
university."  —An  address  by  President 
David  O.  McKay  of  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  to  the  BYU 
Faculty  Workshop,  September  17,  1954. 


Restricted  Vision 

Someone  has  said,  "a  student  working' 
with  text  books  alone,  is  like  a  traveler 
abroad  who  keeps  his  nose  in  the  guide 
book  and  never  looks  at  the  life  around 
him." 

1600  63427  1-68 


LETTERS  OF 
Walter  Murray  Gibson, 
Brigham  Young 
and  others 


Presented  to  The  Church  College 
of  Hawaii  with  the  understanding 
tha  t  these  letters  will  not  be 
made  available  to  scholars  before 
December  1,  1968. 


/ 


Gwynn  Barrett 


BRIGHAM  YOUNG  PAPERS,    CHURCH  HISTORIAN'S  OFFICE 


Brighatn  Young  to  Elders  in  Sandwich  Islands, 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,    January  30,    1855 

...    in  your  settlement  of  the  gathering  place  whatever  improvements  are 
made  should  be  of  a  character  that  will  sell  when  the  Saints  wish  to  leave.     . 
I  shall  be  glad  to  have  them  gather  at  this  place  as  fast  as  the  way  shall  open 
for  them  to  do  so. 

.     .     .    Remember  me  also  to  the  faithful  native  brethren,    and  especially  to 
Na  Wahine  who  wrote  to  me. 


Brigham  Young  to  Henry  W.    Bigler, 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,    September  4,    1857 

Dear  Brethren  (Bigler,    S.    Smith,    H.    P.    Richards,    E.    Partridge) 

The  reports  from  the  Sandwich  Islands  have  for  a  number  of  years  agreed  in 
one  thing;  and  that  is  that  the  majority  of  the  Saints  on  those  islands  have  either 
been  dead  or  are  dying  spiritually.     It  would  appear  that  they  occasionally, 
spasmodically  resusicate  for  a  moment,    only  to  sink  lower  than  they  were 
before.     Having  taken  the  matter  into  consideration,    I  think  it  best  for  all 
the  Elders,    with  one  or  two  exceptions,    to  come  home.     I  am  the  more 
willing  to  adopt  this  course  from  knowing  that  if  there  are  faithful  saints  there 
they  are  experienced  enough  in  the  work  to  enable  them  to  stand  firm  in  the 
faith  while  those  who  are  filled  with  the  lust  of  the  flesh  will  float  off  with  the 
current,    and  if  at  any  future  time  it  should  be  thought  wisdom  to  renew  the 
work  then,    the  church  will  flourish  more  rapidly  through  the  testimony  of  those 
who  are  faithful  to  their  God.      You  had  better  wind  up  the  whole  business  and 
return  with  most  of  the  Elders  as  soon  as  possible.     May  God  bless  you  with 
wisdom  and  every  necessary  qualification  to  enable  you  to  do  his  will  through 
Jesus  Christ,    Amen. 

I  remain  your  brother  in  Christ. 

(no  mention  of  the  prospect  of  U.    S.    Army) 


-2- 


Brigham  Young  to  Bigler  and  Woodbury 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,    April  20,    1858 

.     .     .    you  are  all,    without  regard  as  to  when  you  were  sent,    counseled  to 
start  for  home  as  speedily  as  you  can  wind  up  your  affairs  and  obtain 
passage  money,    not  even  leaving  in  that  mission  one  Elder  who  has  been 
sent  there,    unless  you  should  deem  it  wisdom  to  do  so.     Try  to  inform  Bro. 
Al varus  Hanks  and  the  Elders  in  Australia  and  those  regions  that  they  are  all 
recalled.      Our  enemies  have  gone  into  Winter  Quarters  at  the  ruins  of  Fort 
Bridger  and  Fort  Supply    .     .     .     the  present  administration    ...    is  following 
the  lead  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,    determined  to  crush  out  'Mormonism' 
by  killing  every  man,    woman  and  child  that  will  not  renounce  it    ...     . 


Wilford  Woodruff  Journal  178-8;  March  7,    I860 

.     .     .    in  the  Endowment  house  this  forenoon  we  gave  endowments  to  28; 
15  man  (sic)  and  13  woman  among  the  number  was  Capt.    Walter  M.   Gibson 
and  his  daughter    .     .     .     attended  Capt.   Gibson  lecture  in  the  tabernacle 
which  was  very  interesting. 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office.  Salt  Lake  City 

Walter  M.  Gibson  to  John  M.  3ernhisel,  New  York  /CityJ,   November  26,  I858 

I  have  sose  intention  to  visit  Utah;  and  design  to  start  for  that  territory, 
en  route  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.   I  hope  to 
accomplish  a  long  cherished  purpose  of  establishing  a  colony  upon  the  islands  of 
Central  Oceania.   There  is  a  large  number  of  persons  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  who  sympathize  with  this  purpose;  and  are  disposed  to  cooperate  with 
me  in  effecting  its  accomplishment.   I  wish  to  have  some  communication  with 
your  constituents;  notwithstanding  my  disagreement  with  them  in  regard  to  religious 
views;  and  I  would  thank  you,  to  comnunicate  to  me  the  na  me  of  any  one  in  this 
city,  who  corresponds  with,  or  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  principal  person^ 
of  your  constituency.   I  wish  to  tell  him  freely,  the  objects  I  have  in  view 
in  visiting  Utah;  and  to  ask  him  for  information  that  might  be  useful  to  me. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

Walter  M.  Gibson 

Hon.  John  M.  Bernhisel 
Washington,  D.C. 
Please  address,  care  of  Post,  Smith  and  Co. 

85  South  St. 

N.  York 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.  Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Brigham  Young,  3t.  Louis,  May  50,  lg^9 
To  Brigham  Young 

Presiding  over  Community  of  Latter  Day  Saints  in  Utah. 

It  has  been  in  my  heart,  many  years,  to  propose  to  you  and  your  people, 
emigration  to  islands  of  Oceania,  which  I  well  know.  I  spoke  in  this  wise  to 
Dr.  Bernhisel  at  Washington,  three  years  ago,  and  have  since  corresponded  with 
him  about  the  natter.   It  was  in  my  heart,  when  a  boy,  to  dwell  in  thought  upon 
'Java  and  the  isles  afar  off;  that  have  not',  as  said  the  Lord  by  Isaiah,  'heard 
my  fame;  neither  have  seen  my  glory.1   I  have  spent  many  years  among  the  'isles 
that  wait'  for  the  Lord;  and  while  I  lay  in  a  dungeon  in  the  island  of  Java,  a 
voice  said  to  me;  'you  shall  show  the  way  to  a  people,  who  shall  build  up  a 
kingdom  in  these  isles,  whose  lines  of  pov/er  shall  run  around  the  earth. '  My 
purposes  of  life  were  changed  from  that  hour.   I  have  sought  throughout  the 
world  for  this  people.  I  have  sought  for  them  in  appeals  to  the  spirit  of 
commercial  enterprise;  in  appeals  to  the  spirit  of  Apostolic,  missionary 
devotion  in  Christian  communities;  but  I  have  had  no  response  to  these  appeals. 
I  have  thought  again  and  again,  that  your  people  were  the  people;  and  yet  as 
often  rejected  the  idea;  -  but  now  I  ha  ve  resolved  to  come  into  your  midst,  and 
declare  the  burden  of  my  spirit. 

I  have  with  me  the  collection  of  many  years;  many  hundreds  of  rare  a  nd 
valuable  ma  ps  and  charts  of  the  islands  and  ports  in  the  Pacific  and  Indian 
oceans.   I  hoped  tc  be  able  to  proceed  at  once  up  the  river  with  Messrs.  Sldridge, 
Stenhouse,  and  Coward  to  Florence,  and  thence  across  the  plains  with  one  of 
your  trains;  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  complete  my  arrangements.   I  have  some 
duties  to  attend  to  before  I  set  out.   I  have  three  children  with  me  who  impede 
my  movements;  but  I  ha  ve  the  faith,  that  the  Lord  will  permit  me  to  be  present 
in  the  body  in  Salt  Lake  City  sometime  in  the  month  of  August  next.   I  shall 
then  talk  to  your  face;  and  you  shall  judge  better  of  the  views  and  purposes 
of  your  servant.  Walter  Murray  Gibson 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Brigham  Young,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  December  26,  18^9 
Honored  Sir: 

Myself  and  daughter  will  be  happy  to  accept  your  courteous 
civility  on  the  51s^  instant. 

With  profound  respect 
yours  very  faithfully 

Walter  M.  Gibson 
President  Brigham  Young 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  3righam  Young,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  January  50,  i860 

/"grateful  for  his  invitation_/r 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Brigham  Young,  In  Camp  near  Fort  Laramie,  May  21,  i860 
^"brief  note  about  health  and  journey  east_7 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Brigham  Young,  New  York  £~City_J,   July  1,  i860  ^9   pages_/ 
/"says  this  is  the  first  letter  since  the  Fort  Laramie  note  of  5-21 J 

•  .  •  in  Omaha  I  visited  v/ith  Governor  Richardson  formerly  of  Michigan,  friendly 
toward  the  Mormons.   Richardson  knew  Joseph  Smith  /""son  of  the  prophet_7» 

Spent  three  days  with  Hooper  in  Washington.   Cass  is  bitter  against  the 
Mormons.   Trescott,  acting  Secretary  of  State  friendly  /~Trescott  from  Gibson's 
South  Carolina^/.  The  entire  South  Carolina  delegation  is  friendly.   Spent  two 
days  in  Philadelphia.   Kane  was  not  there.   I  spoke  to  the  Saints  in  Philadelphia. 
105  were  present. 

/went  to  New  York  City  next_7  My  father  had  died  about  the  time  I  was 
preparing  to  leave  Utah  in  the  hope  of  seeing  him  once  more  ...  I  am  now 
lodging  with  one  of  my  sisters  and  some  friends  in  Brooklyn.   /~A.J.  Willard, 
"prominent"  member  of  the  New  York  bar  friendly.   Gibson  used  his  office,  and 
gave  him  a  copy  of  P.P.  Pratt's  Key  to  Theology  ~J      I  met  with  Brown,  Tobin, 
Rich  ^"whom_7"  I  ha  d  not  seen  or  heard  of  since  I  parted  with  them  at  Florence. 

•  •  o  I  visited  the  Japanese,  when  on  the  point  of  departure  I  could  communicate 
with  a  portion  without  any  interpretation.  At  one  time  the  Japanese  had 
considerable  intercourse  with  the  Malay  islands,  /"discusses  islands  and 
Japan;  says  he  wants  to  take  the  gospel  to  isles_/» 


Brigham  Young.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 


Brigham  Young  to  Walter  M.  Gibson,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  June  i860  /"day  not  given_7 


be  the  best  judge,  you  are  at  full  liberty  to  return  home  this  fall  if  you  wish 
to  do  so. 

Your  sons  and  daughter  are  doing  well,  conduct  themselves  with  very 
commendable  propriety,  and  sofar  as  I  am  aware,  are  well  satisfied  with  their 
associates  and  associations. 

Praying  that  the  blessings  and  protecting  care  of  our  God  may  constantly 
attend  you  in  every  good  want  and  work  I  remain, 

Your  brother  in  the  Gospel     Brigham  Young 


Brigham  Young  to  '/alter  M.  Gibson,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  August  16,  i860 

/~c/o  of  Messrs  V/illard  and  Howe,  98  Broadway,  N.Y.C.,  N.Y._/  /"notes 
receipt  of  Gibson's  letters  of  July  1st  and  2^>th._y 

...  very  welcome  and  highly  interesting  letters  ...  the  perusal  of 
which  afforded  us  much  gratification,  as  did  also  your  letter  from  Laramie. 

I  rejoice  with  you  in  the  prosperity  which  attended  yourself  and  company 
across  the  plains  and  v/hich  has  continued  with  you  all,  so  far  as  heard  from. 
I  am  also  pleased  that  you  met  so  cordial  a  reception  from  your  relatives  and 
former  associates,  and  that  your  very  judicious  course  bids  fair  to  result  in 
good  to  all  who  will  give  heed  to  your  teachings  and  example.  discusses  affairs 
in  the  Valley;  good  wheat  harvest,  also  hayj  new  buildings;  Camp  Floyd  has  sunk 
so  low  as  insi<2;nificant_/ 

•  •  •  if  reasonably  convenient,  I  hope  you  will  visit  my  friend  McGee  in 
Wisconsin  whose  address  you  have. 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Messrs.  Rich  and  Lyman,  New  York  ^jity^,  July  18,  i860 

^""forwarding  12  passports^ 
•  •  •  drop  me  a  line  to  $0h   Atlantic  St.  Brooklyn  and  let  me  know  of 
your  welfare  ...  my  sisters  send  their  regards,  and  hope  to  see  you 
at  their  residence  upon  your  return  to  the  states. 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Brigham  Young,  Boston,  July  2^»  I860 

•  •  •  I  have  been  here  for  six  days  ...  baptized  a  man  named  Paye  in 
Boston  harbor  July  24th. 
•  •  •  going  to  Lov/ell  next  then  Westfield,  Albany,  3uffalo,  and  W  estward, 


Walter  M.  C-ibson  to  Brigham  Young,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  October  1^,  i860 
^"on  his  way  home  to  Great  Salt  Lake  City_7 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City- 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Brigham  Young,  San  Bernardino,  California,  January  9>  1861 
H5  pages.   Arrived  in  3.3.  January  5r(^_Z 

...  It  is  probable  that  I  will  remain  in  San  Francisco  and  vacinity 
two  months  or  more  ...  I  expect  to  take  a  steamer  at  San  Pedro.   The  stage 
from  Los  Angeles  to  San  Francisco  not  running  because  of  bad  roads. 
•  •  •  I  and  my  daughter  enjoy  very  good  health.   I  join  with  her  in 
affectionate  remembrance  to  all  of  your  family. 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Brigham  Young,  Beaver,  Utah,  December  10,  i860 

^"enroute  to  California^ 

Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Brigham  Young,  Payson,  November  JO,  i860 

Talula  has  been  sick  but  is  now  better.  .  .  I  desire  that  my  son 
John  be  enquired  of;  if  he  has  heard  of  two  books  of  great  value  to  me, 
which  were  forgotten  at  Rocky  .Ridge,  on  my  return  from  the  States.   If 
found  please  direct  him  to  have  them  forwarded  to  me  at  Parawan  -  or 
possibly  San  Francisco. 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Brigham  Young,  San  3ernardino,  February  4,  1861 

^"introducing  a  Clarence  Jackson^ 

Walter  i\  Gibson  to  3righam  Young,  San  3ernardino,  February  16,  1861  ^~8  pages^ 

^left  San  Bernardino  January  19,  1861,  and  went  to  Los  Angeles.   Sick  so 
returned  to  San  3ernardino  on  January  50th.   Going  to  San  Francisco  from 
San  Pedro  on  February  2Jrd.   Opposed  by  apostates.   Discusses  them_^ 

I  will  mention  one  more  person  who  has  come  under  my  observation,  and  of 

whom  it  ma  y  not  be  uninteresting  to  make  slight  mention,  on  account  of  former 

connection  with  the  church,  and  this  person  is  Addison  Pratt,  who  may  be  classed 

as  a  backsliding,  delinquent  Mormon,  owing  to  domestic  difficulties.   Ke  has 

called  on  me  several  times;  when  he  would  recite  his  Society  Island  labours, 

difficulties,  and  triumphs.   He  listened  to  my  views  •  •  •  seemed  to  ha  ve 

revived  his  ancient  faith  and  zeal.   His  chief  complaint  was  that  his  wife  had 

become  alienated  from  him;  and  that  his  children  also  had  become  estranged. 

Amore.   Speaks  of  Japan  as  his  destination^/ 

I  commend  my  sons  to  your  oversight  and  kind  attention. 

Walter  M.  Gibson 

February  24th  Have  just  arrived  in  San  Francisco.   Br.  Sveleth  and  family 
all  well.   Self  and  daughter  quite  well.   More  by  and  by.   WMG 


Brigham  Young.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

Brigham  Young  to  V/alter  M.  Gibson,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  March  5,  1861 
care  of  Dwight  Eveleth,  San  Francisco 

Dear  Brother, 

Your  very  interesting  letter  of  January  9,  San  Bernardino,  came  safe  to  hand, 

as  did  also  your  letter  written  at  3eaver.   We  were  much  pleased  to  learn  of  your 

safe  progress  thus  far  on  your  long  journey,  and  of  your  good  health  and  spirits 

with  which  we  trust  you  nay  continue  to  be  blest  to  the  fullest  extent 

compatible  with  our  probationary  state  and  our  good  works  therein. 

^"tells  of  domestic  affairs.   Lincoln's  safe  arrival  in  W  ashington. 
Reports  on  missions  and  other  matters.   Temple  construction,  roads__/ 

Monday  morning,  A  instant  the  day  of  the  Presidents  inauguration,  a 
visitor  called  at  my  house  and  presented  me  a  little  Talula,  daughter  of  my 
wife  Clarissa  Decker.  •  • 

I  hope  during  your  stay  in  upper  California,  that  you  will  favor  me  with  a 
letter  as  often  as  convenient  to  you,  to  which  I  shall  cheerfully  respond;  also 
that  you  v/ill  write  at  each  opportunity,  after  you  shall  have  left  our  shores.  •  » 

Y/e  trust  that  you  will  be  prudent  and  cautious  in  your  movements,  not 
hurrying  or  worrying  yourself,  and  call  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  the  Society 
Islands  if  you  can  make  it  convenient  for  there  are  many  native  brethren  on 
these  islands.   3r  Dwight  Eveleth  can  probably  give  you  names  of  persons  and 
stopping  places  in  the  islands  since  I  have  not  those  names  conveniently  at  hand 
nor  in  memory. 

P.S.   r  forwarded  after  you  a  white  dress  of  Talula's,  but  it  feiled,  for  some 
reason,  to  reach  you,  and  has  been  returned. 


Brigham  Young.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

Brigham  Young  to  Walter  M.  Gibson,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  April  2,  1861 

~ acknowledged  receipt  of  Gibson's  letters  of  February  16  and  24,  and 
"also  your  favors  No.  1  and  2^J       ^~c°Py  appears  to  be  in  B.Y's  hand_/ 

Doubtless  you  had  oppurtunity,  while  in  San  Bernardino,  to  measureably 
understand  that  of  all  despecable  characters  a  thoroughly  apostate  "Mormon' 
takes  high  rank  among  those  who  are  the  most  vile  and  evil  disposed. 

I  am  pleased  that  your  health  permitted  you  to  lecture  in  San  Bernardino, 

for  all  classes  must  some  time,  have  the  privelege  of  hearing  the  truth  ... 

I  am  also  pleased  that  your  hearers  had  sufficient  manliness,  in  consideration 

of  your  benefit  to  them,  to  pecuniarily  aid  you  upon  your  journey,  and  that  your 

health  was  good  enough  to  enable  you  to  prosecute  it  to  San  Francisco,  and  so 

good  after  your  arrival  there.  ^rTews  from  the  East;  U.S.  and  mission  news 
from  G.Q.  Cannon  in  England^ 

It  is  quite  possible,  as  you  mention,  that  the  operation  of  the  Christian 
nations  in  Japan  may  tend  to  pave  the  way  for  your  favorable  reception,  by  the 
time  you  are  able  to  visit  that  locality,  at  all  events,  they  seem  to  be  in  a 
fair  way  to  make  the  Japanese  thoroughly  dislike  many  of  their  customs  and 
practices  •  •  • 

Your  sons,  so  far  as  I  see  them  and  hear,  appear  to  enjoy  themselves 
well  and  to  be  doing  well.   And,  aside  from  your  wishes,  it  well  be 
gratification  to  me  to  render  them  such  counsel  and  aid  as  I  may  be  able,  so  far 
as  they  may  need  or  desire  •  •  • 

Praying  for  your  welfare  and  relying  upon  hearing  from  you  upon  every 
convenient  opportunity,  I  remain 

Your  brother  in  the  Gospel 

Brigham  Young 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lalce  City 

Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Brigham  Young,  Sacramento,  California,  April  12,  1861 

...  I  am  mindful  of  your  suggestion  to  visit  the  Sandvdch  and  Society 
Islands.   The  information  that  I  received,  since  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  concerning 
the  poor  Kanaka  and  Tahitian  Saints,  is  of  a  very  interesting  character.  I  shall 
rejoice  to  meet  the  simple  hearted  brethren  of  the  islands,  with  v/ords  of  in- 
struction, encouragement,  and  consolation. 

The  vast  island  world  of  Polynesia,  Malaysia,  and  Australensia,  of  all 
Oceania,  inspires  me  with  increased  desire  to  impa  rt  the  words  of  saving  truth  - 
But  as  yet  the  means  do  not  respond  to  my  desires.   I  have  yet  to  be  tried;  and 
ha  ve  much  labours  to  perform,  perhaps,  before  the  way  is  opened  to  me ,  to  'the 
isles  of  the  sea.'   ^"~  lecturing  in  order  to  get  money  for  passage_y 

/"~ opposition  from  Henry  K.  French  who  had  traveled  across  plains  with  Gibson 
to  Utah  in  I859 J 

I  have  ...  spoken  to  large  audiences  ...  of  influential  persons  .  •* 

in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Stockton  and  the  State  Capitol  at  this  place. 

/"^Gibson  spoke  before  the  California  State  Legislature  April  11,  \%6\J 

/Tectures  on  the  Pacific  but  sometimes  has  an  opportunity  to  talk  about  the 

Church.   Says  much  about  California  politics.   Only  about  v  dozen  Saints 

in  San  Francisco.   Tells  Young  that  his  daughter  is  well^ 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.  Name  File.  Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City- 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Srigham  Young,  San  Francisco,  May  1J,  1861 

.  •  •  expect  to  depart  in  10  days  •  .  •  first  to  Sandvdch  Islands  •  .  •  made 
$  on  lectures  .  .  •  some  $  from  faithful  brethren  ^""keeder,  Santa  Cruz,  save 
him  5120.,  and  offered  to  outfit  a  ship__7 
...  conditions  in  San  Francisco  ...  may  sail  for  Australia.  .  •  delayed. 

1  I  pray  that  my  sons,  continue  in  their  conduct,  to  meet  your  approval." 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.  Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office.   Salt  Lake  City 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  3righam  Young,  San  Francisco,  June  8,  1861  £~lh   pages_7 

delayed  ...  Sailing  for  Honolulu  June  ljth  .  .  .   Been  in  San  Jose  and 
Santa  Clara.  .  •  visited  br.  Meeder  again  ...  generosity  ...  Watsonville  .  •  • 
200  nominal  Mormons  there  •  .  •  met  John  Hickman,  bro.  of  William.  .  •  800  Mormons 
in  San  Jose  valley;  7000  in  California. 

Politics  of  the  state  .  .  .  Union  Resolutions  presented  in  the  California 
State  Legislature  proposing  Walter  M.  Gibson  receive  an  appointment  as  the 
California  Commissioner  to  the  East  Indies.  •  •  did  not  pass  because  Mormonism 
frightened  so  many  legislators  •  .  •  vote  JO  for,  J2  against.   Walter  M.  Gibson 
did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  or  suggestion  for  this  resolution. 

I  and  my  daughter  have  excellent  health  ...  asks  about  sons.  .  • 

/"page  5>  same  letter,  but  dated  June  lA,  l86l_y 

taken  passage  for  myself  and  daughter  on  Yankee  bound  for  Honolulu. 
7  years  ago  on  this  day  I  set  sail  in  the  steamship  Baltic  from  the  A  tlantic 
Coast  to  Europe. 

"We  ^Walter  M.  and  Talulay7  treasure  your  teachings  and  blessing;  and 
also  all  the  instructions  and  prayers  in  our  behalf  from  the  church  generally  - 
I  want  to  impart,  and  receive  all  the  truth  that  is  possible  to  get  and  to  give 
...  I  shall  send  you  a  faithful  report  from  the  Sandwich  Islands." 


Brigham  Young.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

Brigha  m   Young  to  Walter  fri.  Gibson,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  July  2,  1861 
.  .  .  Your  son  John  is  still  living  with  President  Wells,  and,  so  far  as  I 
hear  and  observe,  is  doing  well  and  enjoys  his  fortunate  situation,  and  I  trust 
will  improve  upon  it.   Henry,  I  understand,  some  two  or  three  months  ago  went  as 
a  teamster  to  Pike's  Peak  and  I  have  not  since  heard  from  him.   V/hy  Henry  went 
and  how  he  is  profiting  by  his  experience  I  am  unable  to  inform  you,  but  trust 
that  his  movements  will  tend  to  advance  his  true  interests.   He  has  not  yet 
returned  but  we  expect  him  back  soon.  •  • 

Trusting  to  hear  from  you  at  each  convenient  opportunity,  and  that  you 
will  be  blessed  in  every  righteous  desire  and  undertaking,  I  remain, 


Brigham  Young  to  Walter  M.  Gibson,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  September  18,  1861 
•  •  •  ackr.ow ledge  your  welcome  favors  6  and  7  with  enclosed  extracts,  and  was 
much  pleased  with  your  report  of  your  feelings,  prospects,  proceedings,  designs, 
and  successes  thus  far  on  your  way  to  your  field  of  labor,   /""discusses 
domestic  affairs,  immigration,  war  in  the  East  and  more_"7 

Trusting  to  hear  from  you  at  every  feasible  opportunity,  I  remain, 
Brigham  Young  to  Walter  M.  Gibson,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  October  Jl,  186*1 

Your  welcome  favors  8  and  9,  Sept.  2  and  19,  are  at  hand,  and  their  interesting 
narrative  of  your  labors  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  of  the  condition  of  the  work  there, 
and  your  plans  in  relation  thereto  was  very  gratifying.   Doubtless,  as  you  observe, 
your  labors  and  experience  in  your  present  field  will  not  only  be  highly  beneficial 
to  you  in  your  proposed  future  field,  but  will  at  the  same  time  be  very  advantageous 
to  the  poor  saints  among  and  for  whom  you  and  your  associates  are  laboring,   ^/"reports 
on  the  other  missions;  Switzerland;  domestic  affairs,  bldg.  tabernacle,  temple, 
theatre;  telegraph  completed  10-13-61  from  East  and  10-24  from  westj"7* 


Brigham  Young  to  Walter  M.  Gibson  10/51/61  (cont.) 

Judge  Smith  informs  me  that  the  "News"  is  regularly  forwarded  to  you  as 
you  requested,  whenever  it  is  printed  which,  however,  has  not  been  very  regular 
since  last  July,  owing  to  the  want  of  material  to  enable  our  paper  mill  to  supply 
the  office  with  pa  per<>  •  • 

Your  son  John  is  still  with  br.  Wells*  apparently  feeling  and  doing  well, 
and  says  that  Henry  was  on  Green  River  the  last  he  heard  from  him,  and  would 
probably  return  to  this  city  before  long. 

Ever  praying  that  you  and  all  your  faithful  associates  may  be  guided  by  the 
Spirit  which  giveth  life,  light  and  intelligence,  I  remain 


Walter  M.  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

Walter  M.  Gibson  to  3righam  Young,  Honolulu,  July  10,  1861 

/"arrived  on  the  Yankee  7-1-61;  Capt  Faty  very  kind,  friend  to  the 
Mornons_/ 

•  •  .  there  are  two  white  brethren  £Ving  and  Pool  7  here  /~bahu7 

and  a  br  3rown  on  Kauai.   Fool  is  zealously  preaching  the  gospel  but  contention 

and  division  on  Oahu.   3r  Ko  President  of  the  church  appointed  by  the  departing 

missionaries,  has  resigned  because  of  differences  with  br  Pool  who  claims  many 

visions  and  revelations  .  •  .My  council  cordially  acquiesced  .  .  .  2^00  members  in 

these  islands  ...  ^000  more  who  ha  ve  fallen  away.  •  •  people  very  poor.  •  • 

they  desire  to  purchase  a  gathering  place  for  the  church  on  the  island  of  Lanai. 

They  have  an  offer  of  ^000  acres  for  S5OO.   They  commenced  a  collection  for  this 

object,  A  or  5  years  ago;  and  at  this  time  have  about  $180.  -  funded  towards  the 

purchase.   There  are  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  brethren,  who  have  any  means 

beyond  the  barest  subsistence;  and  there  is  not  one,  not  even  one  of  the  white 

brethren,  who  has  a  single  dollar  to  spare,  to  contribute  to  the  needs  of  any 

Mormon  missionary  •  •  •  nevertheless  I  rejoice  among  these  poor,  despised, 

coloured  brethren.   I  have  quickly  learned  to  eat  poi,  and  other  native  diet.  •  . 

•  •  •  there  is  a  native  here  from  the  Marshall  group,  not  yet  visited  by  the 

missionaries.   This  man  has  been  baptized  and  is  zealously  preaching  the  Gospel. 

He  is  superior  in  personal  appearance,  intelligence  and  energy  to  most  of  the 

men  in  these  islands.   Some  whale  captains  speak  highly  of  these  inhabitants  of 

the  Marshall  Group;  and  it  is  now  my  design  when  ready  to  leave  these  islands, 

to  go  with  this  elder.  .  .  to  his  country  and  labor  to  establish  a  branch  of 

the  church  there  ...  then  to  Malaya. 

July  Ik  -   baptism  -  two  young  men  who  came  with  us  on  board  the  Yankee  £Eddy  and 

Cummings  7.   One  I  had  seen  a  little  while  before  coming  on  board  and  the  other 

was  a  stranger  to  me  .  .  .  Haven  Brigham  Eddy  about  26  -  son  of  a  congregational 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  3.  Young  7-10-61  (cont) 


preacher  in  New  York  and  Charles  Osgood  Cumn&ngs  22.   Eoth  have  a  good 
education.   They  came  to  engage  in  the  mercantile  business.   Will  send  them 
to  an  island,  each  with  2  or  5  native  elders.  •  • 

The  Protestant  cause  is  declining  here  but  Catholics  are  increasing  •  •  • 
Mormons  are  regarded  as  a  despicable  set  of  beggers  by  all  outsiders  •  •  • 
July  16  Cummings  sent  to  Kauai  and  Sddy  to  Maui. 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Brigham  Young,  Honolulu  Hawaiian  Islands,  September  2,  1861 

Myself  and  daughter  are  truly  rejoiced  to  receive  word  of  your  continued 
health  and  prosperity  of  the  Saints  ...  both  enjoying  good  health  .  •  • 
climate  agrees  with  us.   Just  returned  from  a  tour  of  Oahu.   There  are  400 
Kanaka  Saints  on  this  isle.   Preparing  for  October  Conference  on  Lanai.   We 
hope  to  buy  3000  acres  of  land  on  Lanai  •  .  •  people  brought  in  their  contributions 
freely  ...  %^0   is  all  that  is  required  to  buy  JOOO  acres  of  land  ...  no 
white  man  on  Lanai  ...  just  right  for  the  Kanaka  saints.   Ho  port  on  Lanai  and 
they  will  be  out  of  the  way  of  vicious  sailors. 

After  the  conference  next  October  I  will  send  you  a  detailed  account  of  the 
condition  of  the  church  in  these  islands.   I  shall  endeavor  to  visit  the  Society 
Islands  after  leaving  this  group,  next  Tonga  ...  I  have  a  very  intelligent  and 
zealous  elder  here  from  Tonga  ...  I  hope  to  enter  Malaysia  with  a  company  of 
faithful  elders  from  Polynesia* 

My  daughter  joins  in  love  and  regards  to  you  and  your  family  pother  s__7<> 
Letter  enclosed  to  my  son  John. 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

Walter  M.  Gibson  to  3righam  Young*  Lahaina  Maui,  September  19,  1861 
/"Gibson  says  Maui  regard  as  the  headquarters  of  the  church_/ 

I  find  I  must  greatly  reduce  the  first  estimates  .  •  .  respecting  the  number 
in  the  church  on  these  islands  .  .  •  whole  number  less  than  1000. 
•  •  •  I  have  in  my  possession  all  the  records  made  by  brs  Cannon,  Lewis, 
Hawkins,  Winchester,  and  many  other  Elders.  .  •  •  Saints  collected  about  $l60  or 
§40  per  year  toward  land. 

The  people  are  very  poor  •  .  .  whites  have  all  their  land  •  ..  their  only 
chance  at  getting  money  ...  selling  a  few  chickens,  potatoes,  and  bananas  to 
foreign  shipping. 

But  -  Kanaka  Saints  can  do  better  when  organized  and  properly  directed. 

...  the  i-'ormons  here,  in  respect  to  their  actual  position,  are  a  small, 
scattered,  utterly  poor  and  despised  portion  of  the  population  of  these  islands  •  •  • 
white  elders  coming  here  must  expect  to  work  for  their  support  ... 

The  Kanakas  are  fast  dying  out;  the  adults  are  all  deseassd,  and  the  children 
are  fast  perishing. 

There  was  a  gathering  commenced  on  Lanai,  whilst  our  mission  was  here,  but 

the  elders  of  that  mission,  those  engaged  in  the  gathering  to  Lanai  appear 

to  have  been  strangely  improvident.   They  brought  several  hundred  people  to  a 

spot  on  Lanai  where  there  was  neither  water,  nor  food,  and  no  chance  to  obtain 

any;  hoping,  as  the  natives  state  that  the  Lord  would  provide,  by  inducing  the 

people  of  the  other  islands  to  supply  them,  v/hich  they  did  not;  and  consequently 

the  gathering  was  broken  up  to  a  great  extent.   There  still  remained,  a  nd  I  have 

found,  a  faithful  few  of  the  church,  holding  on  and  struggling  .  .  •  /"describes 

the  island  -  a  sketch  -  the  land  available  -  of  J000  acres  only  600  fit  for 
cultivation;  drilling  for  water;  optimistic;  good  health;  Talula  teaching 
domestic  arts;_y 

We  love  the  work  better  every  day.   We  love  the  whole  church.  I'm  anxious 
to  hear  from  ray  sons. 


Joseph  F.  Smith.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lalce  City- 
Haven  3.  Eddy  to  3ro  3rov;n,  Honolulu,  September  2^,  1861 

As  I  have  been  appointed  to  the  Chief  Presidency  of  Oahu  and  Kauai  I 
write  to  let  you  know  the  same.   3ro  Cummings  arrived  here  this  morning,  but 
very  unwell  from  the  effects  of  his  travels  on  your  island.   He  has  paid  into 
my  hands  $23*87  2-  cts.   I  am  very  much  surprised  at  the  small  amount  that  has  been 
collected:  and  more  surprised  that  a  man  of  your  means  should  suffer  such  a  small 
amount  to  depart  from  your  house  with  out. swelling  the  amount.   I  want  you  to 
realize  that  the  climax  has  come:  and  the  church  has  either  got  to  die  or 
survive.   Every  bro.  who  considers  himself  a  good  Mormon  and  wishes  to  see  the 
good  cause  advanced  must  now  come  forward  and  prove  his  attachment  to  our  order. 
In  order  to  make  ourselves  strong  upon  these  islands  we  must  first  of  all 
purchase  the  land  on  Lanai.   I  need  not  tell  you  that  we  are  in  great  straits  for 
money  to  accomplish  this  purpose.   You  have  given  me  the  sum  of  $5*00  towards 
this:  and  you  must  be  av/are  that  this  is  a  very  small  amount  for  a  person  who 
is  so  well  off  as  you  are  reported  to  be  by  persons  who  know  your  circumstances. 
You  do  not  manifest  the  spirit  of  the  Salt  Lake  brethren  or  of  the  English  bre  - 
of  Australia.   They  are  willing  to  sacrifice  everything  they  have  for  the  comnon 
good  of  all.   I  shall  confidently  expect  from  you  at  least  $20.00  more  and  shall  be 
disappointed  if  I  do  not  get  it.   Poor  men  here,  and  natives  at  that,  are  giving 
their  $^.00  $4.00  and  $5.00  some  more.   All  are  awake  to  the  fact  that  all  must 
work  if  they  would  enjoy  their  religion  upon  these  islands.   The  time  has  come.   3ros 

1 

Wing  and  Pool  are  hard  at  work  for  the  Church.  Now  I  as  Chief  P  resident,  acting 
for  Capt  Gibson  demand  in  the  name  of  our  sacred  church  that  you  do  something 
for  the  benefit  of  tha  same. 

We  are  going  to  have  a  grand  Conference  at  \,ailuku  Maui  or  on  Lanai.   You  ray 

expect  to  hear  of  our  proceedings. 

I  am  your  bro  in  the  Gospel 

Haven  3.  Eddy 


Joseph  F.  Smith.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

/"on  the  back  of  letter  by  J.  F. Smith  to  David  Taylor,  *y-Z5-6kJ 
Robert  3rown  to  3ro  Eddy,  Koloa,  Kauai,  October  5,  lS6l 

I  received  your  letter  of  September  25  this  morning,  the  language 
contained  in  said  letter  hurt  my  feelings  very  much. 

The  twenty  dollars  that  you  demand  I  will  send  you  if  you  will 
let  me  know  where  to  send  it. 

Within  this  last  eight  months  I  have  paid  out  already  not  far  from 
thirty  dollars,  having  my  hou  se  and  yard  turned  inside  out  by  a  host 
of  natives. 

I  remain  your  Bro  in  the  covenant  of  peace. 

R.  Brown 


Haven   B.    Eddy  to  j  Unknown  for  the   first   page   is   mi ssing^/  ^"appears   to  be 
be  written  to   a  member  of  the    church.      Ed<iy  is   dunning  this   person  for   rzoney_7~ 

signed     Haven  B.    Eddy 

Bishop   of  Lahaina  and   President  of  the    Quorum.      A  cting  Chief 

President  for   Capt.    Walter  M.    Gibson  and   c   and   c. 


Joseph  F.  Smith.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City- 
Haven  3.  Eddy  to  3ro  3rown,  Honolulu,  October  21,  1861 

My. Dear  3ro  3rown 

Your  note  is  received.  Im  happy  to  see  that  you  are  willing  to  advance  the 

good  work.   You  complain  of  the  large  amount  of  money  which  you  have  spent  during 

the  past  year.   35^»00  and  of  the  annoyance  from  a  host  of  natives  ...  you  ha  ve 

done.  •  .  little  to  what  3rother  Wing  and  Pool  have  done  ...  Do  you  not  recollect 

that  at  the  time  the  saints  fled  from  their  homes  in  the  west  to  Utah,  each  and 

every  man  offered  up  everything  they  had  to  spend  in  good  work.  •  .these  brethren 

are  now  the  princes  of  Salt  Lake.   Some  of  them  are  immensely  rich.   All  those 

who  gave  so  liberally  are  with  out  exception  over  ten  times  as  well  off  as  they 

were  before  they  went  to  Salt  Lake.  •  •  So  my  dear  3ro  it  will  be  in  your  case  •  •  • 

you  hope.  •  .as  we  all  do  to  one  day  becoming  united  with  the  Saints  in  Salt 

Lake.  •  •  The  President  of  the  church  here,  Capt  Walter  M.  Gibson  is,  as  you  are 

aware,  on  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  the  order  and  would  have  been  second  to 

Srigham  Young  had  he  remained  in  Salt  Lake  but  he  has  prefered  a  more  active  life 

to  the 
and  work.  He  is  on  his  wayVSast  India  Islands  to  open  up  another  country  for 

the  benefit  of  the  Church,  and  that  country  is  the  richest  in  everything  that  God 
has  ever  made.  •  .  Do  not  let  the  native  brethren  out  do  you.   Whyf'  our  poor 
sister  has  given  $12^.00  in  cash  -  all  she  possessed.  •  .  .at  the  conference 
we  had  a  first  rate  time.  •  .  Wailuku.  •  .  40-^0  were  baptized.  •  •  created.  .  • 
excitement.  .  .  Advertiser  of  last  week  the  17th  October.  •  •  we  hope  to  have  a 
large  sugar  mill  erected  at  '/ailuku. 

In  regard  to  the  $20.00  you  speak  of  I  am  sorry  that  you  should  take  it 
so  hard  as  I  meant  every  word  I  said  in  Kindness.  .  .  if  I  hurt  your  feelings  you 
must  forgive  me  ...  I  leave  you  to  judge.  I  do  not  'demand "  that  you  shall  give 
anything,  but  I  really  hope  that  you  will  show  a  liberal  spirit.   You  can  send  the 
money  down  to  Honolulu.   3y  the  way  ycu  need  not  confine  yourself  to  $20.00  but  send 
as  much  as  you  like.   Send  it  by  the  first  conveyenco  as  I  am  waiting  for  it.   Sand 
it  in  care  of  Sherman  peck,  Esq.  directed  to  cv  rv-  . 


u 


Palawai,  Island  of  Lar.ai 
November  1,  l86l 


■   •  -..-- — ~-o 


Dear  Brother 


We  are  now  living  comfortably  on  the  Hawaiian  Zion.  I  am  going  to 
apply  to  the  Government  for  land  for  the  Church.  Lilia  is  with  us,  and 
we  are  commencing  a  house  for  her.  She  wants  to  rent  her  house  in  Honolulu. 
Do  you  see  about  .it,  and  let  me  know  if  you  think  it  can  be  rented;  and  for 
how  much.  Br.  Ingraham  is  with  us,  and  has  been  zealously  helping  the  Church- 
Ill  carpentering  work  here.  Fuller  has  proven  himself  mean  and  parsimonious. 
It  is  not  right  to  cut  a  man  off  for  meanness;  but  if  other  good  brethren- 
want  to  preserve  a  good  spirit,  they  ought  not  to  associate  with  a  mean, 
poor  spirited  man.  I  have  found  a  better  spirit  in  every  other  branch  of 
the  Church,  than  at  Honolulu.   You  do  nothing  but  talk  and  grumble  in  Honolulu. 
I  am  speaking  of  the  Church.  There  is  some  of  the  spirit  of  Salt  Lake,  on 
Lanai,  Maui,  and  Hawaii.   I  will  do  all  the  good  I  can  for  the  Saints,  on 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  with  the  little  money  they  have  contributed;  and.  then 
I  will  sail  for  the  Malay  Islands.  The  Church  needs  a  little  vessel  very 
much.  Br.  Eddy  has  been  telling  one  about  a  sloop  that  is  building  in  Honolulu, 
which  would  be  just  the  thing  we  want.  There  are  about  15 0  turkies,  and  300 
chickens  now  ready  to  take  to  market  from  this  place.  There  is  a  considerable 
lot  of  freight  on  Maui  and  Moloka.i,  on  account  of  the  Church.  I  want  you 
to  see  the  builder  of  the  sloop,  and  offer  him  $400.  for  her  complete.  Make 
the  offer  in  your  own  name,  and  let  me  know  what  he  will  do.  Now  is  the 
time  to  do  something,  to  buy  land,  and  get  a  little  vessel  to  do  the  business 
of  the  Church.  Those  who  do  not  help  when  they  can,  will  lose  what  they  hold 
on  to  so  closely,  and  will  never  find  a  welcome  among  the  faithful,  and  self 
sacrificing  Saints  of  Zion.  Such  men  as  Brigham  Young,  and  Heber  C.  Kimball, 
gave  all  they  had  two  or  three  times  over  to  help  build  up  the  Church  in 
Missouri  and  Illinois,  and  now  they  are  the  richest  men  in  the  Church.  We 

*»™  -™  "-■■•." -*  —  *■■-  —  ^  ^  i--  *----''  ^  ■■'•'  ma  m  tho :1;5C0-  fuv'l; 


W.  M.  Gibson  -2- 


Kov.  1,  l86l 


promised;  but  we  have  nothing  to  buy  tools  with;  and  grain;  and  above  all 
to  but  a  little  vessel  to  carry  our  produce.  Our  boats  on  Lanai  are  all 
broken.  There  is  only  one  now  in  use;  and  I  von't  venture  in  it;  nor  leave 
the  island  till  we  get  a  new  boat.,  I  like  Lanai  better  than  any  other  place 
and  will  do  'all  I  can  to  establish  the  Church  here.  May  the  Lord, our  God 
give  those  who  have  some  weans,  the  spirit  to  employ  it  for  the  good  of  His 
Church.   They  will  have  blessing  and  prosperity  by  so  doing;  but  will  come 
to  poverty  and  contempt  by  pursuing  the  selfish  policy  of  Fuller  and  others 
I  could  name.  \  .'.  •  . 

Your  br.  in  the  Gospel,  V.  M.  Gibson 

Direct  to  Enoch  at  Lahaina,  for  me. 


_ 


3righa  m  Young.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 
Brigham  Young  to  Dwight  Eveleth,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  April  2,  1561 

I  an  writing  to  Walter  M.  Gibson  this  mail,  and  not  knowing  where 
in  California  he  may  be  on  its  arrival,  I  enclose  his  letter  under 
cover  to  you,  trusting  that  if  he  is  not  with  you,  you  will  a  t  once 
divert  and  forward  it  to  him,  and  oblip-e. 


Brigha  m  Young  to  Dwight  Eveleth,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  July  2,  1561 
.  .  .  I  have  a  letter  of  May  13,  from  br.  Gibson,  which  I  also  answer 
by  this  ma  il  ...  to  your  care,  as  he  ma  y  have  left  California  .  .  . 


Brigham  Young  to  Dwight  Eveleth,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  November  S,  1561 
.  •  •  from  Captain  Gibson's  letters,  latest  dated  September  19,  I  am 
led  to  conclude  that  his  labors  are  productive  of  much  good  in  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  but  in  regard  to  owning  a  vessel,  at  least  for  some 
time  to  come,  I  entirely  agree  with  you  in  the  opinion  that,  however 
convenient  and  gratifying  it  might  be,  it  would  be  far  from  profitable,  for 
which  reason  I  am  not  aware  how  such  an  operation  could  at  present  be  under- 
taken.  3r  Gibson  writes  that  the  Saints  in  those  Islands  are  very  poor,  and 
have  few  facilities  for  bettering  their  temporal  condition.   Under  these 
circumstances,  should  the  brethren  and  others  in  California  feel  able  and 
willing  to  donate  to  his  assistance  where  he  is  now  laboring  and  to  forward 
him  toward  his  special  field;  when  he  is  ready  to  proceed,  it  will  be  right. 
at  the  same  time  wisdom  will  dictate  to  Cap  Gibson  the  requirement  to  feel  his 
way  prudently  on  Lanai  or  elsewhere,  and  not  take  too  enthusiastic  or  strong 

a  hold  where  pecuniary  liabilities  are  concerned,  lest  he  meets  disappointment 
and  loss.   Time  we  all  have;  money  we  have  not  near  to  the  amount  we  think  we 
could  use  to  advantage  both  at  home  and  in  immigrating  the  Saints  from 
England  and  other  places  so  important  to  remove  them  from. 

3righam  Young  to  Dwight  Eveleth,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  August  29,  1562 

Your  favor  of  the  18th  instant  and  the  enclosed  letter  from  Cap.  Gibson  to 
_vnu  pame  safely  to  hand. 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian '.s  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 
Walter  M.  Gibson  to  3rother  Sims,  San  Francisco,  March  28,  1861 

/"feels  ordained  for  a  special  work  in  the  "islands  of  the  sea.  "_7  /^enclosed 
letters  to  Henry  and  John  7 

Talula  enjoys  good  health,  and  the  changing  scenes  of  travel  are  bright 
and  joyous  to  her  fresh,  truthful,  unsophisticated  mind.... 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Dear  3rother  /"unknown^,  Palawai,  November  1,  1861 

•  •  .  I  have  found  a  better  spirit  in  every  other  branch  of  the  church 
than  at  Honolulu.   You  do  nothing  but  talk  and  grumble  in  Honolulu  .  .  • 
There  is  some  of  the  spirit  of  Salt  Lake  on  Lanai,  Maui  and  Hawaii.   I  will  do 
all  the  good  I  can  for  the  Saints  on  the  Hawaiian  Islands  with  the  little  money 
they  have  contributed;  and  then  I  will  sail  for  the  Malay  Islands.   The  church 
needs  a  little  vessel  very  much  .  .  • 

We  now  have  enough  money  to  pay  for  the  land,  that  is  to  make  up  the 
$500  first  promised;  but  we  have  nothing  to  buy  tools  with,  and  grain  ...  I 
like  Lanai  better  than  any  other  place;  and  will  do  all  I  can  to  esteblish 
the  church  here.   May  the  Lord  and  God  give  those  who  have  some  means,  the  spirit 
to  employ  it  for  the  good  of  His  Church  •  •  • 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  C.  Wing,  Bishop,  C  J  C  L  D  S,  Palawai,  December  16,  1861 

/"need  for  a  boat  .  .  .  church  growing;  needs  more  certificates  printed;  try 
the  Polynesian  office_7 

Now  I  dont  want  you  to  furnish  this  money  /"three  to  five  dollars  for 
printing  the  certificates_7.   I  did  not  think  about  them,  when  you  had  money 
in  your  hands;  or  I  would  have  ordered  them  then  .  .  . 


J.'V.  Kou  to  J.T.  Caine,  Kikihale  Honolulu,  October  7,  1864 

/"in  Hawaiian  language_7 


Palawai,  Lanai,    December  l6,  l86l     ^±!^\\ 

C.  Wing,  Bishop,  C.J.C.L.D.S.   Honolulu.  ,  IS        !  " 

•v\  ^ 

Deal'  Brother:  ^  v.,,   ' 

Your  letter,  end  the  money/  which  J  sent  for  the  purchase  of  a  boat, 
was  duly  brought  to  hand  by  3ro.  Kailihune.  We  need  a  large  boat;  or  a 
small  sloop  very  much.  The  Church  at  Wailuku  has  given  to  the  Church  on 
Lanai,  enough  of  Kalo  land  now  full  of  Kalo,  to  make  about  300  bundles  of 
poi.  We  have  received  about  100  bund3.es,  but  our  best  boat  went  under,  the 
last  trip;  and  ve  are  nov;  in  a  great  pilikia  to  get  our  grub..  The  Saints 
of  Wailuku  show  an  excellent  spirit.  Besides,  about  kO   Kalopatches,  which 
they  have  given;  they  have  also  contributed  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  tobacco, 
fowls,  mats,  and  considerable  money.'  Bro.  Geo.  Raymond,  Bishop  of  Wailuku; 
and  Br.  Pake,  Bp.  of  ICula,  send  me  lists  of  contributions  every  week.  I 
would  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  Church  of  Honolulu,  in  continuing  to  roll  on 
the  work,  on  these  islands.   You,  as  Bishop,  must  stir  them  up,  about 
helping  the  centre  stake  on  Lanai.  Sr.  Kaipio  promised  to  go  round  Oahu  to 
collect  contributions  from  the  sisters;  if  she  has  not  done  so,  I  want  her 
to  go  round,  and  accomplish  the  work  she  promised.  I  received  a  letter  from 
Br.  Brown,  who  tells  me  that  5&  have  been  added  to  the  Church  since  confer- 
ence; these  added  to  7*-!-  baptized  whilst  Br.  Cummings  was  on  Kauai,  will 
make  130  new  members  on  this  island  within  four  months.  The  mission  I  sent 
to  Hawaii,  have  recently  baptized  20  at  Waipio,  and  about  30  in  Kohala,  and 
Hilo.  These  are  all  new  converts.  We  have  baptized  six  on  this  island  lately. 
One  is  Br.  Kahalekai,  who  was  a  member  of  the  last  Parliament  at  Honolulu; 
and  represented  Lanai.  The  Church  is  steadily  increasing.  You  will  see  in 
Hoku  or  ka  Pakipika  of  Nov.  23,  a  translation  of  Bro.  Joseph  Smith's  prophecy 
about  the  war  in  America.  I  wan  I  it  to  be  read  in  the  Church.  I  want  100 
more  copies  of  the  Palapala  Koho;  or  certificates  to  be  printed.   I  want  you 
to  ask  the  Church  to  contribute  the  amount  to  pay  for  them.  Perhaps  they 
will  print  them,  at  Polynesian  Office  for  the  seme,  they  charged  at  firs  I . 


C.  Wins,  Bishop  -2-  Dae.  l6,  l86l 

$300.  At  any  rate,  get  them;  if  they  cost  $900.  Now  I  don't  vantT:you  to 
furnish  this  money.  I  did  not  think  about  them,  when  you  had  money  in  your 
hands;  or  I  would  have  ordered  them  then.  A  great  many  are  sending  for 
their  papers,  from  Hawaii,  and  Kauai.  Have  them  printed  as  soon  as  you  can, 
and  bring  them  with  you  to  our  little  conference,  during  Christmas  week, 

» 

or  send  them  by  a  faithful  hand.  I  write  to  Br.  Kou  about  this;  and  also 
about  a  Flag.  You  must  attend  to  the  business  and  receive  the  money.  We 
are  all  in  excellent  health.  I  never  had  better,  and  feel  a  good  spirit. 

# 

May'  God  bless  you;  and  all  the  Saints  at  Honolulu. 

Your  br.  in  the  Gospel, 
W.  M.  Gibson 
We  all  send  Aloha  to  Sr.  Kaipo,  Br.  Pool  and  others  --  I  send  a  copy  of 
certificate. 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  Sity 

Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Dwight  Eveleth,  Pala  wai  /""Lanai  J,    December  19,  1861 
^"workj  planting  crops;  520  added  to  the  church^J 

...  I  have  not  seen  any  public  newsj  for  about  six  weeks.  Is  Jeff  Davis 
in  Fort  Lafayette"  or  Abe  Lincoln  in  the  tobacco  warehouse  at  Richmond?  or 
Brigham  Young  dictator  of  the  Union?   or  what  ? 

Talulah  is  very  hearty,  busy  with  turkies  and  chickens  and  joins  me 
in  sending  love  •  •  • 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Dwight  Eveleth,  Palawai,  May  27,  1862  /~8  pages_7 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Dwight  Sveleth,  Palawai,  July  10,  1862  /~5  pages_7 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Dwight  Eveleth,  Palawai,  December  2,  186^ 

•  •  •  heard  from  Samoa  and  other  groups.   Elders  doing  well  [_   Belia  and 

Manoa  7»   I  hoPe  to  establish  a  centre  stake  for  Polynesia  on  a  large  island. 


_ 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 
Walter  M.  Gibson  to  Brigham  Young,  Palawai,  January  16,  1862 

I  received  your  letter  of  October  Jlst  last  and  it  has  been  a  source  of  great 
joy  to  myself  and  Talulah.  .  .  We  are  pleased  to  hear  of  the  progress  of  the 
church.  £"  tells  about  planting  and  improvements  on  Lanai_/  The  native  saints 
are  indolent  and  improvident,  but  they  receive  reproof  with  cheerful  spirit  and 
hasten  to  amend  their  shortcomings.   They  are  certainly  not  fitted  to  join  with 
the  saints  on  the  A  merican  continent.   As  they  are  now  they  would  be  helpless 
additions  to  the  Church  in  Utah  or  Missouri.  It  is  manifest  that  they  should 
remain  here  'that  is  within  range  of  their  own  tropic  and  fruitful  latitudes.   But 
it  is  the  desire  of  my  he^rt  to  establish  a  centre  stake  of  all  the  Oceanias. 
The  Hawaiians  rejoice  in  the  idea;  and  a  few  faithful  brethren  from  Tahiti  and 
Tonga  dwell  with  hopeful  feelings  on  the  prospect  of  gathering  with  all  the  Saints 
of  Oceania  upon  some  large  island  of  the  Pacific  or  Indian  Ocean.  .  .  I  design  to 
leave  the  Lanai  Saints  to  have  every  family  in  a  snug  and  wholesome  dwelling.   I 
am  now  pulling  down  many  of  their  filthy  and  unhealthy  straw  kennels.   Talulah  is 
busy  with  the  sisters  and  children  •  •  •  she  has  succeeded  in  scouring  all  the 
scabbiness  out  of  the  church.  Instead  of  the  blotchy  skins,  and  scruffy,  dirty 
matted  heads,  we  have  now  healthy  clean,  complexions,  and  well  cropped  clean 
combed  heads.   Dear  brother,  I  am  indeed  preaching  the  Gospel  here  with  scissors 
and  soap,  But  we  are  not  altogether  neglectful  of  the  mind;  and  of  preaching, 
praying  and  rejoicing.  I  never  could  preach  so  ernestly  before.  •  .  I  preached 
my  first  sermon  in  Hawaiian  at  Wailuku  in  September  last  just  two  months  and 
three  weeks  after  my  arrival.   Everybody  believes  that  I  studied  the  language 
before,  but  that  is  not  so  -  I  did  not  understand  a  word  of  it.   I  have  translated 
portions  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  a  synoposis  of  the  life  of  Joseph  Smith, 


Gibson  to  Young,  1-16-62  (continued) 

and  several  extracts  from  our  works. 

•  .  •  6^0  nev/  Saints  since  September.  .  .  I  have  thought  it  best  to 

ordain  some  Seventies,  and  some  Aaronic  priests  to  attend  to  the  duties  of 

bishops  and  the  title  loving  natives  have  not  been  backward  in  giving  them 

new  appelations.   A3  this  Oceanican  branch  as  I  desire  to  term  it,  is  totally 

unqualified  to  gather  to  the  Centre  Stake  on  America,  it  will  I  trust  meet 

your  approval  that  they  should  enjoy  an  organization  after  the  pattern  of  the 

ma  in  body  of  the  Church,  Hence  there  has  been  established  a  First  Presidency. 

I  have  associated  with  me  br  Napela,  and  Enocha  Kawailepolepo.   two  very 

intelligent  Hawaiians  who  would  even  pass  muster  among  the  most  enlightened 

of  America. 

^"hopes  son  Henry  is  in  Salt  Lake  City_/ 

I  feel  the  hand  of  God  in  sending  me  hither  as  the  first  and  best 

preparatory  step  to  the  great  gospel  work  that  is  to  be  done  throughout  the 

isles  of  the  sea.  •  • 

Walter  M.  Gibson 


Brighan  Young.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

L.S.  or  G.3.  ^not  clear/  to  Walter  M.  Gibson,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  Kay  5,  1862 

^""could  be  Lot  Smith  or  George  A.  Smith;  probably  the  latter_7 
Elder  Walter  M.  Gibson,  De?r  Brother, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  read  the  last  letter  no.  10,  January  16, 
you  sent  the  President  and  was  happy  to  learn  that  the  Polynesian  Saints  were, 
under  your  guidance  improving  in  agricultural  pursuits.   I  readily  appreciate 
the  value  of  your  teachings  to  them,  and  the  necessity  of  a  people  understanding  how 
to  raise  their  own  subsistence,  erecting  comfortable  habitations,  clothing  them- 
selves with  garments  cut  to  the  shspe  of  their  bodies;  as  well  as  wholly  obsorbing 
their  minds  with  the  bright  hopes  of  the  future  reward  of  the  faithful  followers 
of  Christ.  .  ..  The  differences  of  faith  existing  among  the  Saints  brings  out  the 
differences  of  their  experiences  I  like  the  poor  Polynesians  lay  my  hands  on  my 
sick  animals.   Years  ago  a  horse  I  was  driving  in  a  part  of  the  country  new  to 
me  took  sick,  unacquainted  with  the  vetinary  arts  I  laid  my  hands  on  my  animal 
and  rebuked  the  dese^se  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  my  great  satisfaction  and 
I  might  say  surprise,  the  animal  immediately  recovered,  and  instead  of  remaining 
on  the  prairie  that  night  I  made  another  7  miles  and  reached  a  farm  and  refreshed 
myself  and  horse. 

Indian  superstitions  are  usually  based  upon  the  gifts  and  miraculous  pov.ers 
of  the  Koly  Ghost  which  were  manifest  many  years  ago  before  their  fathers  fell 
into  apostacy  which  while  it  rebelled  against  the  government  of  the  church  returned 
a  belief  in  ordinances  in  answers  to  prayers,  in  miracles,  in  dreams  -  and  our 
intelligence  which  measureably  acknowledged  the  finger  of  the  Lord  in  the  tr-nspiring 
events  of  their  own  lives,  and  in  the  prosperity,  or  adversity  of  their  nation. 

The  preachin-  quality  you  speak  of  among  these  natives  is  a  remnant  of 





L.S.  or  G.S.  To  Walter  M.  Gibson  5/5/62  (cont) 

: 

that  zeal  or  talent  which  was  proper  in  a  powerful  degree  by  their  forefathers 

previous  to  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  forsaking  them  in  their  sins  and  rebellion. 

It  appears  to  me  to  be  your  special  calling  to  work  among  these  people  to 

lay  a  foundation  for  their  liberation  from  their  barbrous  mores  of  life  to 

awaken  them  from  a  condition  we  might  compare  with  ITebechanezers  when  like  a 

beast  he  fed  upon  the  Sraps  ir~scraps?_/r» 

the 
The  time  is  come  to  favor  Israel  and  the  time  is  come  when/prosperity 

of  the  world  will  fade  away.   Your  talent  in  so  easily  acquiring  the  languages 

of  these  people  enables  you  to  so  efficiently  employ  and  direct  their  labors 

and  with  the  cooperation  of  the  best  of  the  native  Elders  it  is  easy  to  predict 

that  a  now  degraded  people  will  in  a  few  years  arrive  to  a  improvement  in  social 

and  national  greatness  that  will  reflect  honor  upon  those  who  now  labor  to 

produce  it. 

When  I  notice  the  good  that  powerful  minds  frequently  bring  about,  it  ever 
occurs  to  me  that  the  possession  of  a  power  to  do  is  also  a  responsibility.   Thus 
in  the  parable  every  man  that  had  doubled  his  talents  received  approbation  but 
the  man  that  hid  it  was  censured. 

All  the  Abrahamic  races  as  a  consequence  inherit  those  traits  of  character 
which  obtained  for  their  great  sire  the  appellation  of  being  the  friend  of  God. 

Last  conference  I  with  21  others  were  appointed  to  foreign  missions,  my 
destination  is  my  native  la  nd.  .  •  •  The  First  Presidency  are  well  wishing 
your  way  may  open  speedily  to  Japan.   I  remain  your  brother, 

L.3.  or  G.S. 





Brigham  Young.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

3righom  Young   to  Walter  M.  Gibson,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  May  16,  1862 

Dear  3rother, 

^"acknow ledges  receipt  of  letters  no.  10,  January  16;  tells 
about  construction;  Constitution  of  Deseret;  memorial  to 
Congress;  Civil  War  news;  home  affairs  favorable;  20 
selected  to  :o  on  foreign  missions  / 

•  .  •  praying  that  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit  and  all  needed  blessings 

may  attend  your  labors  in  the  cause  of  truth  I  remain,  your  brother  in 

the  Gospel,         B.Y. 

Your  son  John  went  in  Cap  t  r"Lot_7  Smith's  Company  £~fov   a  company  of  U.S. 

Cavalry  for  service  in  the  neighborhood  of  Independence  Rock  for  90  days  as 
authorized  by  President  Lincoln__/ 

in  good  health  and  spirits.  Henry  is 
T sicj 
also  well,  and  is  living  a  br.  Frse's/.  •  • 


i  iiiiiMiii 


Brigham  Young.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office, : Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
Brigham  Young  to  Walter  M.  Gibson,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  July  10,  1362 

I  have  no  unanswered  letter  from  you  awaiting  reply,  but  presume  that 

a  few  lines  from  Utah  will  not  on  that  account  be  any  less  welcome,  ^"tells 
about  home  affairs,  Civil  War  news,  peace  and  prosperity  in  Utah  7" 

While  writing  the  foregoing,  a  letter  from  br.  Eveleth  came  to  hand  with 

yours  to  him  of  May  27,  enclosed,  to  perusal  afforded  much  gratification  to 

myself  and  your  friends  here.   We  were  much  pleased  to  learn  that  you  had  been 

blest  in  establishing  so  good  a  feeling  between  yourself  and  the  native 

brethren,  and  that  so  many  of  them  were  being  baptized;  we  hope  that  steadily 

increasing  numbers  will  continue  steadfast  in  the  covenants  they  have  made© 

Misrepresentations,  suspicion,  and  opposition  were  of  course  not  un- 
expected  by  you,  and  we  precieve  that  both  yourself  and  the  native  brethren  have 
been  successful  in  meeting  your  opponents  with  much  patience  and  wisdom,  a 
course  we  trust  you  will  be  constantly  enabled  to  pursue,  and  to  unwearily 
perservere  in  well-doing  confidently  leaving  the  results  in  the  hands  of  Him  who 
is  now  ordering  all  things  for  the  advancement  of  His  purposes  on  the  earth.. 
Though  seemingly  you  have  to  contend  against  wind  and  tide,  and  all  manner  of 
opposition  from  the  wicked,  yet  by  patient  waiting  and  laboring  you  will  find 
that  deliverence  will  in  due  time  be  wrought  for  all  who  perservere  in  trutho 

We  all  rejoice  that  you  have  been  so  greatly  blest  in  your  agricultural 
labors,  giving  your  ability  to  comfortably  provide  for  so  many  essentials,  a  nd 
could  wish  that  ere  long  you  may  ha  ve  better  facilities  for  grinding  your  grain.- 
•  •  •  praying  that  you  will  be  blest  in  every  righteous  desire  and  effort,  and  ever 
be  guided  and  sustained  in  the  way  of  truth,  I  remain 

Brigham  Young 

P.S.  Give  my  love  to  Bro's  Napela  Kalepolepo  and  the  other  native  Slders 

associated  with  you  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  as  alos  my  faith  and  good 
wishes  to  the  Saints  throughout  the  islands. 


Walter  War  ray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  3righam  Young,  Palawai  ^f~Lanai_7  July  17,  1362  £~8>   pages_7 

I  and  my  daughter  pleased  to  receive  your  letter.   I  have  organized 
a  corp  of  Polynesian  elders,  zealous  and  effecient. 

...  glad  to  hear  my  son  John  is  in  a  way  of  action  and  pray  he  may  be  ever 
valiant  soldier  and  in  the  cause  of  truth. 


Walter  M.  Gibson  to  3righam  Young,  Palawai,  August  11,  1362 





Walter  Murray  3ibson.  Name  File.   Church  Historians  Office,   Salt  Lake  City 

Walter  M.  Gibson  to  George  A.  Smith,  Palawai  Island,  March  15,  1864 

/"says  he  has  written  to  3righam  Young  and  others,  but  no 
reply  since  September  of  1862  J 

I  have  got  a  little  indirect  word  by  way  of  bro  Eveleth  San  Francisco 
assuring  me  that  I  was  still  remembered  kindly  by  the  First  P  residency;  and 
so  I  must  suppose  some  miscarriage  has  attended  my  circumstances. 

I  address  this  to  you  expecting  that  it  will  meet  the  eye  of  bro  Brigham. 

I  have  now  spent  about  two  and  one  half  years  en  these  islands;  doing  the 
best  I  could,  according  to  my  light.  I  found  on  arrival  religious  profession 
everywhere  among  these  islanders,  and  all  more  or  less  glib  with  Scriptures  at 
their  .tongues  ends,  but  at  the  same  time  lazy  and  filthy,  and  objects  of  white 
man's  contempt.   I  felt  that  they  needed  some  improved  organization  of  their 
dailey  life,  more  than  preaching  to.   I  leased  and  bought  land,  -   cultivated 
and  builS,  and  carried  on  various  works;  and  now  I  have  a  little  flock  of  brown 
skins,  that  will  stand  to  their  guns,  live  their  religion  like  first  class  white 
men,  and  who  are  a  benefit  and  honor  to  their  country.   There  are  plenty  of  others 
here,  who  claim  the  same  name  of  Saints,  but  who  count  for  nothing  by  their  works 
and  v/ho  dont  want  a  gospel  that  has  any  work  or  discipline  about  it.   Of  course 
I  have  drawn  a  line,  and  created  two  parties  in  this  poor  little  Hawaiian  church;  - 
workers  and  idlers.   The  workers  are  with  me,  and  have  helped  to  make  sons  civilized 
tracks  on  this  desert  island.  There  was  not  a  habitation  in  this  valley  of  Lanai, 
when  I  came.   What  little  had  been  done  before  had  perished.   We  now  have  a 
flourishing  village  with  meeting  house,  school  houses,  male  and  female,  and  even  a 
hospital,  Broad  fields  of  cane  and  corn  occupy  the  land,  and  several  thousand 
head  of  sheep  and  goats  scamper  over  our  fields.   We  have  moreover  a  good  spitit 
with  us;  and  wouldhave  no  interruption  to  contentment  and  enjoynent,  were  it 


Gibson  to  George  A.  Smith  (cont.) 

not  for  a  lot  of  pestersoine  old  sore  heads,  who  because  they  took  a  notion  to  be 
baptized  a  good  while  ago,  think  they  have  a  right  to  annoy  a  work,  with  which  their 
name  is  associated,  but  to  which  they  will  not  contribute  one  grain  of  value  in  any 
form  whatever.   It  is  the  old  story  all  over  the  world.   These  poor  scabby  Hawaiians 
are  human;  and  do  like  the  rest  of  us.   Some  have  faith  that  means  talk;  and  ethers 
a  faith  that  wants  to  do  something.   There  are  true  and  traitors,  faithful  and 
apostate;  and  I  have  done  my  best  to  sift  a  good  article  out  of  this  imperfect 
Polynesian  material,  in  order  to  carry  out  work  farther  in  other  lands.   We 
ha  ve  builft  up  a  permanent  Stake  and  home  for  the  Saints  on  this  island.  I  have 
bought  six  thousand  acres  of  land  and  leased  about  twenty  thousand.   Some  brethren 
who  were  sent  out  to  the  Navigator  Islands  ^~Belia-  and  Manoa^»  and  to  Central 
PPolynesia,  have  sent  me  very  interesting  accounts  of  their  missions.   They  have 
been  well  received  by  independent  native  chiefs;  and  a  couple  of  barefoot  Kanakas, 
with  not  a  dime  in  their  pockets,  and  landing  as  poor  sailors  upon  an  unknown  shore, 
have  already  affected  a  larger  influence  than  has  been  accomplished  by  a  large 
comapny  of  Europeons  learned  in  ("Divinity^  with  ships  to  supply  their  wants*   I 
have  felt  that  this  poor  little  island  was  the  doorway  to  the  rest  of  Polynesia,  to 
Malaysia,  and  to  Asia.   I  have  put  a  little  band  through  the  mill,  that  have  got 
the  spirit  of  a  forlorn  hope,  and  would  at  the  risk  of  life  preach  their  faith 
to  their  red  kin  in  Japsn,  Java,  and  Hindostan. 

I  dont  haaR  much  of  what  is  going  on  in  'Christian1  America.   I  suppose 
however  that  the  butchery  goes  on,  and  everybody  is  trying  hard  to  fulfil  prophecies. 
You  are  still  quiet  in  Deseret;  but  I  dare  say  some  good  people  of  Washington  still 
think  they  have  a  rod  in  pickle  for  you,  when  the  little  secession  job  is  finished 
up.   I  heard  Thad.  Stevens  say  in  Philadelphia  in  i860,  that  his  party  was 
solemnly  pledged  to  extirpate  that  'ulcer1'  in  Utah.   You  know  when  Buchanan  was 
elected,  the  program  was  to  'regenerate'  Mexico  and  Cuba  and  squelch  Utah.   I 


— 


-  5  - 

Gibson  to  G.A.  Smith  (eont.) 

occupied  at  that  time  rooms  at  Ui Hard's  Hotel,  Washington,  next  to  those  of  Gen. 
Cass.  -  I  was  only  a  literary  man,  and  the  politicians  talked  freely  with  me.   I 
said  to  Col  Orr  of  South  Carolina  one  day,  'why  do  you  bother  about  those  poor 
devils  of  Mormons,'  Says  Orr,  it  is  a  notion  of  old  3uck  and  that  foscy  Cushing, 
to  steal  some  of  the  damned  abolitionist  thunder. ,!  Utah  or  Mormonism  has  been  a  card 
with  both  administrations.   'Old  Buck'  played  it  first  and  lost;  and  'Old  Abe' 
wont  get  the  chance  to  play  it,  because  the  secesh  job  wont  be  finished  during 
his,  nor  several  other  administrations. 

If  my  sons  John  and  Henry  are  not  employing  their  time  very  valuably  in 
Utah,  J  want  them  to  come  and  join  me,  and  help  superintend  work.   Talula  is  a 
busy  teacher;  I  want  John  to  bring  my  box  of  old  papers  as  I  want  to  write  out 
my  curious  little  history  at  my  leisure.  I  will  write  more  soon.  I  and  Talula  send 
our  faithful  love  to  bro  Brigham,  Heber,  Daniel  and  all  true  saints  at  ho~e.   Our 
love  to  all  of  your  family.   Your  bro  in  the  Gospel. 

W  alter  M.  Gibson 





Walter  Murray  Gibson.  Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

Walter  M.  Gibson  to  3righam  Young,  Palawai,  April  7,  1864 

Dear  President  Brigham  Young, 

As  such  I  would  hail  you,  but  I  suppose  you  will  deny  me  the  privelege 
when  you  receive  the  report  that  will  accompany  this. 

I  cannot  forget  my  love  and  regard  for  your  person,  although  you  have 
dealt  precipitately  and  harshly  with  me.  My  daughter  remembers  tenderly 
your  interesting  family.   I  think  and  feel  that  though  my  spirit  has  not 
responded  to  your  call,  and  we  are  now  in  different  channels,  that  yet  my 
course,*  will  never  lead  me  into  an  attitude  that  will  be  hostile  to  you  or 
the  work  you  direct. 

I  aim  to  write  to  you  more  fully  by  and  by  and  at  present  must  leave  with 
bros.  Benson  and  Snow,  the  details  respecting  my  present  action,  and  relative 

to  the  church. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Walter  M.  Gibson 


Joseph  F.  Smith.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

Joseph  F.  Smith  to  David  Taylor,  Kauai,  Sandwich  Islands,  May  23,  1864 
Dear  Cousin  David  Taylor, 

•  •  •  Eddy  the  writer  of  two  ^/Tetters/  is  a  young  man  Gibson  picked 
up  in  California  or  on  board  a  vessel  coining  to  these  Islands  -  and  filled  hiia  with 
golden  visions  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  he  and  Cummings  joined  him  as  Adventurers 
but  soon  became  obnoxious  to  Gibson  and  he  turned  them  off  not  however  untill 
after  they  had  done  all  they  could  to  collect  means  for  Gibson  to  go  to  Ja  va. 
he  had  no  further  use  for  them  as  he  had  given  up  the  notion  of  going  to  Java. 
I  think  he  wishes  now  he  had  gone  we  came  to  soon  for  him  -  but  not  soon  enough 
for  us  and  the  People.   Ke  had  not  quite  completed  his  plans.   3ro  3rown  is  an  old 
member  of  the  Church.   But  has  been  most  of  his  time  among  these  Islands  and  at 
Sea  since  he  joined. 





Joseph  F.  Smith.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office',  Slat  Lake  City 

Joseph  F.  Smith  to  George  A.  Smith,  Honolulu,  July  Ik,    1864 
...  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  but  little  good  can  be  done  by  us  -  under 
existing  circumstances.   We  can  as  yet  see  no  prospect  of  recovering  Lanai  nor 
obtaining  land  that  would  be  suitable  in  any  other  place  except  at  a  price  so 
high  -  that  provided  the  Church  (in  Utah)  would  purchase  it  -  it  would  be 
doubtful  whether  it  would  ever  be  made  to  pay  by  the  labour  of  the  native  saint3. 
It  is  a  settled  cmtter  with  foreigners  here  that  'natives  wont  work1'  ...  I  am 
fully  convinced  however  that  something  more  substantial  than  preaching,  or  moral 
example  and  influence  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  civilization  and  salvation 
of  this  people.   Something  must  be  done  to  remove  the  causes  of  their  past  moral  - 
rather  immoral  and  social  condition,  to  do  away  with  their  present  habits  and  customs 
and  change  the  whole  course  of  their  lives.  •  •■ 

The  course  adopted  by  Captain  Gibson  with  regard  to  the  gathering  and  in- 
structing them  in  laboui  was  just,  what  is  needed.   Altho'' his  cupidity  led  him 
to  such  extravegance  in  demanding  labour  of  them  that  he  would  have  'played  out1' 
long  before  he  could  have  succeeded  in  doing  the  natives  any  good  even  if  that 
had  been  his  design,  but  as  it  became  apparant  to  many  of  them  that  his  object  was 
solley  to  acquire  wealth  at  their  expense,  they  became  dissatisfied  and  the  en- 
couragement they  received  from  him  to  commit  adultry,  cheat  the  (gentiles1',  dance 
and  get  drunk,  as  well  as  ordaining  beyond  his  authority  became  their  weapons 
against  him,  so  far  as  they  dared  to  use  them,  in  safety  to  themselves.   So  when  we 
arrived  they  were  deserting  him  *0  at  a  time  in  two  months  not  one  remained  except 

a  few  old  settlers  on  the  land  and  we  have  been  assured  that  all  would  have  left 

not 
the  day  bros.  Benson  and  Snow  did,  if  it  had/be^  that  the  potatoe  crops  were  just 

ripening  and  they  hoped  to  be  able  to  secure  some  food. 

I  am  not  in  favor  of  deserting  the  mission  but  I  do  tink  two  Elders  would  fare 

better  ...  do  more  good  than  more. 

Joseph  F.  Smith 


_ 


Joseph  F.  Smith.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

Joseph  F.  Smith  to  George  A.  Smith,  Honolulu,  July  26,  1864 

I  do  not  know  but  you  will  think  I  might  engaged  myself  in  better  business 
than  coppying  such  nonsense  as  the  accompanying  'Revelation',  but  I  had  to  kill 
time.  •  •  we  are  still  at  a  standstill.  •  •  everybody  is  busy  but  us  ...  we 
want  a  gathering  place,  and  the  Saints  want  it  to  be  Lanai  they  have  become 
attached  to  it.   So  have  we.   besides  it  is  theirs  and  they  want  to  recover  it 
and  are  going  to  try  but  the  Authorities  are  all  so  obsorbed  in  the  all-engrossing 
topic  of  champing  the  constitution  that  all  other  matters  are  postponed  indefinately 
too  for  there  is  no  telling  what  this  struggle  will  lead  to. 

I  am  still  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  there  are  more  of  us  here  than  are 
needed,  even  should  we  get  Lanai.  •  • 

Capt  Gibson  still  keeps  up  his  meetings,  although  there  are  only  7  or  8 

families  remaining  with  him.  He  is  very  anxious  for  his  boys  to  arrive  -  he 

intends  to  use  them  for  missionaries,   thinks  of  sending  them  to  Samoa  and  Tahiti 

and  perhaps  both.   3ro  John  3.  visited  him  on  his  arrival  at  this  place  and  by 

letter  informed  me  that  'Gibson  still  prays  for  the  Prophet  Brigham. '   He  would 

do  anything  for  small  proffits. 

JFS 

P. 3.  Bros  Kaleohano  and  L.T.  Kaloa,  two  of  our  'good''  (best)  Elders,  the  first 

of  15  and  the  latter  of  10  years  standing  in  the  Church  and  among  the  first  to  see 

Gibsons  humbug,  wish  me  to  give  you  their  'Aloha  Nui '  (great  love). 


Joseph  F.  Smith.   Papers,   Church  Historian's  Office,  Saltt  Lake  City- 
Joseph  F.  Smith  to  George  A.  Smith,  Honolulu,  August  JO,  1864 

•  •  •  the  condition  of  the  mission  is  not  very  flattering  •  •  •  but  improved 
from  what  it  was  •  •  .  but  I  am  sorry  to  say,  but  little  confidence  can  be 
placed  in  the  fair  promises  of  our  best  men.   For  instance  on  the  Island  of 
Kauai  bro  tf«W«  Cluff  and  mvself  organized'  various  branches  ...  left.  •  •  in 
a  few  v/eeks  bro  Cluff  returned  and  found  the  Presidents  of  the  branches  with 
only  one  or  two  exceptions*  drinking  and  whoring  and  neglecting  every  duty.  •  • 

The  fact  is  -  the  Elders  have  carried  this  people  ...  long  enough  ...  after 
October  conference.  ..  some  of  us  will  make  the  best  of  our  way  home  •  .  • 


Joseph  F.  Smith  to  George  A.  Smith,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  February  15,  1865 

^~GAS  was  on  a  trip  "South n_J 
By  recent  letters  from  the  Sandwich  Islands  it  appears  that  circumstances 
connected  with  the  'Plantation'  /L"aie_7  are  beginning  to  wear  a  better  aspect. 


Brigham  Young.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 

John  0.  Doaenis  to  Brigham  Young,  Iolani  Palace,  Honolulu,  May  10,  1865 
^""bominis  secretary  to  Kamehameha  the  ^thJJ 
Your  letter  dated  Salt  Lake  City  Utah  May  24,  I865  /sic/  was  placed  in 
his  majesty's  hands  this  morning.   ^""Hammond  called  saying  he  wanted  land 
to  plant  cotton  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  Utahj   disclaimed  intention 
of  preaching  doctrines  of  his  religious  persuasion;   Kamehameha  pleased  to 
see  capital  added  to  "our  comnon-stock  and  industry. "_/ 

•  .  •  3ut  your  letter  seems  to  indicate  a  very  different  position  for  Mr. 
Hammond.  .  •  chief  responsibility  a  religious  teacher  •  .  .  Agriculture  yest 
Your  religion,  No! 


Brigham  Young.   Papers.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 
J.W.  Kou  to  Brigham  Young,  Honolulu,  September  1,  I865 

/"in  Hawaiian;  mentions  F.A.  Hammond  and  Geo.  Nebeker_7 


Brigham  Young  to  Dear  Brother,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  March  29>  IS65 

/appears  to  be  addressed  to  all  those  called  on  mission  to  Hawaii_7 

F.A.  Hammond  and  George  Nebeker  were  sent  last  Fall  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaing  the  conditions  of  the  Saints  there,  and 
whether  anything  could  be  done  for  their  benefit  by  purchasing  lands  and 
gathering  the  Saints  as  fast  as  practicable  and  teaching  them  the  arts  of 
industry  and  self preservation.   They  found  the  Saints  in  the  Islands  in  fully 
as  good  a  condition  as  could  be  expected  from  the  reports  which  had  reached 
hSre  respecting  operations  there  •  •  • 

A  plantation  called  Laie,  on  the  windward  side  .  .  .  property  of  a  Mr. 
Dougherty  was  deemed  most  suitable  ...  they  closed  a  bargain.  •  •  6,^00 
acres  •  .  .  there  was  one  large  frame  house,  and  five  native  houses,  some 
stone  fences  and  other  improvements  •  .  .  600  head  of  cattle,  ^00  sheep,  2^0 
goats  and  20  horses,  5  acres  of  cotton  doing  fine  ...  70  natives  belonging  to 
the  church  already  living  on  the  land  .  .  .  Place  with  improvements  bought 
for  $14,000  in  gold,  $5000  paid  today  /"29th  March_7,  $5000  in  two  years. 
Elders  Alma  S.  Smith  and  Benjamin  Cluff  left  to  take  charge  .  .  .  expect  to 
plant  100  acres  of  cotton  by  the  beginning  of  this  month,  /"no  mention  of 
Gibson;  important  letter;  much  more;  5  pages J 


Walter  Murray  Gibson.   Name  File.   Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City 
Walter  M.  Gibson  to  George  Nebeker,  Palawai  £lj%    September  5,  1867 

/"offers  Lanai  because  of  death  of  relatives  in  South  Carolina;  relatives 
want  him  to  return;  no  terms  fixed  as  yetJ7.   I  hold  29,000  acres 
in  fee  simple. 


Enaowe^ 


Mar 

6    children. 
3-Luc 


"ives   2l  DrlrHiam  £oiU£-From  Temtfle    ■Yorl;   Sheets   in  L.L  VS. Gen. Soc. archives 

[^=^-;  J!23i£§-D.7   June   1806,  Aurelius,N.Y.-d.8  Sept.    1832-Bap.,  July',1832 
9   Nov,    1933-Seale'd  bo   3-Y.   7   Jan.    1846.      2   Children. 

'^ary   Ann.  Anp ;ell -b.S  June   1803, Seneca, N.Y.-d. 27  June   1382, 3. L. City . 
ried  to  H-Y.    18   Feb.l834-Endowed  10  Dec.l845-Sealed  to  3.Y.   7  Jan. 1846 
"*  dren. 

Anr.  IecV:er-b.l.7  Hay   1822F?helps, N.Y.-d. 24  Jan.  1890-  .Carried  B.Y.15 
°42-S~aled    to    B.Y.14   Jan.l8ffe-  7   children 

4-Harrlett   Elizabeth   Cook -b. 7  Nov.    1^4,  Tnitesborourh,  M.Y.  -d.    Nov.  1398. 
/.Carried    to   ^.V.'C    Nov.  1843 -Endowed  29Dec,  Lc.45-Sealed   to  B.Y.14  Jan. 1846 

2   Nov. 1843- 
1- Henry 

9 -.'.Carried  00  3.Y 
'an.l846=3ealed  to  3.Y.26  J an. 1846=  5  children 
7-Clarls  .-•-  bs--o.  16  June  1812,  Genoa,  N.Y.-d. 1?  Oct .1858-2ndowed  5  Jan. 1846- 
Harried  and  sealed  to  .5.Y.21  Jan.  1846=  4  children. 


hdowed  25 
Jose oh 


o_.i^n,:;:uo   apr.ioHi-   -h    cnnaren. 
l-2n:rneline  Free-b.23   Apr.l826,Belleville,Ill.-d.l7  Jul.l875-2ndowed  9  Jan. 
1846 -"..Carried  and    sealed   to   B.Y.14  Jan. 1846-      10   children. 
Harlan  et    '.'.aria   Hlley-b.  19   Dec.1825,  Lynn,Class.-d.5  Hov. 1852-Harriec   and 
sealer    to  3.Y.1?   Jan. 1846 -Endowed   28   June   1928-      2   children. 


—  —  —  ~  -  —       —        -'       -  —  ^    —    -  —  —  —  —  t  —  *  — 

j.,    dar:.::-t.f:;r    -.  ir:.e    only-Other  Husband,  Joseph    Smith,     (she   was   thewife 

of   Adam   Lirhtner, -See  Ho  Han  Knows  Hy   History-S.S.I. ) 
15- Sue  an    Cnr^l"-boJ  Cot. 1815,  .7oodstoek,Va.-d.21   Mov.l&92-Harried  and 

s-ealed  to   if.. ¥.21    Jan. 1846-        1   child. 
16-Ellen  Ack  1  and   ^ockwood-b •  23  Hch.l829,.HolHsuon,.r.iass.-d..5^Jan.l866- 

Endov/ed  13   Lee7i645-Llarried  and  sealed  to  B.Y.21  Jan.1846. 
17 -nary   Ann    :lar:'- lau.Saii,.Clark-b.2G  Dec.  1816 -CTarriec   and   sealed   to  B.Y. 

21  Jar.lS^o^Other  Husband-"1. Powers"    (She   probably   v:as    the    "Hrs. 

rowers"   referred   00   in  the   Autobiography   of  Benjamin  Ashby   and!       -he 

B.Ycunc   letters    oublished  in  the   Improvement   Era  for   Sept., 1924-3. S, I. ) 
l?-:.:art;-iawro.:::--ir-c.24  Jan.  1822, Lt .   Hoi'ley ,  H.  J  .~d.  26   oeot .1690-Endowed  1° 

Lee.  1T45 -Harried    and  sealed   to  B.Y.21   Jan. 1846. 
19-Haria  La-.vrence-b.l3  Dec.  1823, Pickering,  Can. -Endowed  7  Jan.l846-\:arr3   1 

and  sealed, for    time, to  i.Y-21  Jan.  1846 -Other  Husband- Ml» Joseph  Smith, Tl 

Prophet, nd.abt. 13    ..ay   184s.    3. 24  Jan. 1846, Alma   j/.Jiabbitt . "    (    .F.Jol    ison 

said   that    she    v;as   never  married  to  B.Y.-Des.News,  Aug.5, 16  97-S.S.I. ) 
20-Hary   H  .  HI  ^-r  je-1 .  2  9   Hcv.  1821,  Hills,  ?a*  -Endowed   18   Dec.  1645-    arried 

sealed"  to   £."£.22   Jan.  1846.  (She   died   at    Cutlers    Pari?    1        ch.1847- 

record    ;f    ieatbfl    and  burials   at   Cutler's   Park, in   L.r.'.S.Gen.Library-S.S.I) 





s 


'•Vive  s   of  Br  la- ham-  Youn-From  Gen.  So  c .  Archive  s-p .  2 

21-:r.arparat  Iieroe-b.19  Apr. 1823, A3htcn,ra.-u.  16  Jan. 1907 -Endowed   IS    ■ 
Lee  1845- .arried   and   sealed  to  5.Y.22  Jan.  1.646 -Other  Husband   "l.Porris 
rhitesices    .        1   child.  .f  *.'*-.--.  '.w..^;;-;.. 

22~Pi^PP?Hl^   1-^enlief  ^llnan~b.2C   Feb.  1824,  Staff  ord,!\7.Y. -Endowed   20  Dec. 
l^^-Parried   and   sealed   to  E.Y.25   Jan.  1845.^' Mi         '"  :  -  c  r- -'  u''"  -'v";  '/* 

23-Fnoebe   Ann  .:orton-b.2c   Pch.  1786, Guilford, Vt.-d.  15  Nov.l854-Endowed 
24L¥c.lF45-:.:arried  and    sealed   to   B.Y. 28   Jan.  1846-0 ther  Husband,  "1. 
JaT.es    .Villi  am   ..nc-ell,  sld.6   June   1894".  (She   was   P..Y.S   mother-in-law   S.I.) 

24-C.vnuhiar-jrt.3r-b. 2  Feb.  1783,  Redding,  Iviass.  -Married  and   sealed  to   B.Y. 

Jan.  1840.    [She   was    Cynthia  Porter   .Veston,and    in   the   i860   Utah   census 
was   reported   ac    a  member   of  B.Y's. household  under  that    name.    For  njre 
about    her   see    article    in  Putnams  Magazine   for  Lee. 3.652   and   CV.Paiee's 

?5-::atb\-    i/crks-bTotlov.  176l'7ilminrtoh. Vt . -d.  14  Jul. 1846 -Married   and   sealed 

3.Y.2      Jan.l84c-Cther  Husband  I.Asa  Works.    A  note   says:    "This   sealing 

dgiiCellec    .i::.    she    sealed   to  her  husband  Asa   »Vorks  by   authority   of  Jos. 

2.    Christer.sen,te:'. pie   recorder.  H.    Howard." 

?6-Jerl:;  a  Arrel-bo   Oct  .]£04,  Camden, N,  J. -Endowed  7   Jan.  184 6 -Harried  and 

sealed  tc    : '.Y.2°   Jan.l846-Cther  Husband    "1. William   Strln^rham"    (She   was 

B.Y's.    sister-in-law.    S.S.I.) 
27-Elizaheth  Fairehll.d-b.6  Pch.  1828,  Marion  Co.,  Ohio -Married  and  sealed 

to  B'.Y.30  Jan.  1846. 
2c-?..ocda  aichards-b.S   Ail-.  1784, Hopkinton,::ass. -Endowed  10  Jan. 1846- 

Harried   a:-    sealed, for   tiire,to  3.Y-31   Jan.l846-0ther  Husband    "1. Joseph 

Smith, The   Prophet . 
2 9 -P any   Eliza   Pels  on   Green-b.24   I!ov.l8l2,Poughkeepsie,r^Y. -Carried  and 

sealed  to  B.Y. 51   Jan,  1845.  (She  died  in   Utah    in   l855-Des.Kews,Dec.29,l885] 
30-Zir.a  rian'P-a  Hunt  in -to  n-b.  31   Jan.  1821, 7/atert  own,  M-Y.-d.29   Aug.  1901,  g.L.C. 

Endowed    3   ■'  -r. .  1 C  46  -  .'.  ar  r  i  e  d  and   sealed,  for   time,  to   B.Y. 2  Feb.  1846 -Other 

Husband    "l.Eer.ry    JJai'ley  Jacobs.    2. Joseph  Smith,  The   Prophet ,  s  Id.  27  Oct. 

1841".    B.Y.  was   listed  as  husband  No  .3*        3    child. 
31-JuiIl  a  Post  ^r-b.lS   llov.  1811,  Vienna,  Me*  -Married  aid   sealed, for  time,    to 

B.Y. 3    Feb .  1 8 46 -Other  Husband    "I.Jonathan  Hampton" .£5ee    .Yaite,p.l99) 
32-Ellza  Poxev    Snow-b.2i  Jan.l8o4,Becket,  Lass-d*5   Dec*1887-Endowed  16   Lee. 

1845-Earr-ied   end   sealed,  fcr  time,  to  3.Y.3   Feb.l846-Other  Husband   "1.  Jos- 
eph Smith, The   Pro:;  net,  2)  <-Turie    1542." 
3 3 -A any   Ellen  Be   La  'lontarus-b.2  Hay   1803, Phil., fa. -Carried   and   sealed   to 

j. P. 3  Feb.  18~56. 
3 4 - Amy  ( Ann- S  . .. .  >.  )  C e ce  1 1  a   Coooer-b.30  June    1804,  Uxbridg o  (Turnbrid>e-c  .S  •  I  •  ) 

.lass. -Harried   end   sealec   to  B.Y. 3   Feb.1846. 
55-P.arv   Ann  Purleye.13  Jul. 1827, Toronto, Can. -Endowed  20  Lec.1845-:  larried 

and   sealed  to   P.P. 3   Feb.1846. (She   was   a  daughter   of  Iheodore  Turley. 


-  .i , 


„ie    :ar.e   to   Utah   in   1847    and  was  married   to   John   Cook-See   Pioneers    and 
Prominent   Pen   of    Utah, p. 1218, and  Heart   Throbs    of   the   West, Vol. 10, p. 470) 

36- Abigail   H?rbach-  b.20  Sept. 1790, Sutton, Mass. -Married  and  sealed  to   B.Y. 
I   Fee. 1546. (She   was   the  wife  of  Calvin  Hall. Soon  after   her  marriage   to 
5.Y.,she   returned   to   her  husband    in  Pass., and   died    there   in  184Q.-See 
The   Pew  England    Quarterly   for  Eec.l936,p.583-S.S.I. ) 

37-"ancy    Cressy-b.20  Jan. 1780, Hew  Brunswick, N.J. -Married  and   sealed, for 
time",  toT.Y.c    Feb.  1846-Other  Husband   "1. Oliver    ,7alker,  sld.6   Feb.1846. 
(Her   obituary   notice  was    in  the  Descret   Hews   of  Jan, 30, 1872-S.S. I . ) 

38-Clarissa  Slakes. 23  Oct. 1796, Chester, M.H.-M.&   3. to  B.Y. 6  Feb.1846. 
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I85I-PT&S.T0  PAY. 20  Pch. 1847 -Other  Husbands    "2. John  Baisr, 3 • Daniel    D.Hun! 
4. Philander  Bell(sld.9  Apr. 1868   Time)    B.Y. was   husband  LJo.l. 


lives   of   Brigham  Youn£-Froni  Gen. Soc . Archl ves-o , 3 

42-Lucv   Eirelpw-boO   Oct. 1830, Coles   Co.,Ill»d.3    Feb.  1905 -Endowed  16    Apr. 

1851---arriea  and    sealed   to  3.Y.20  [Jen. 1847-      3    children. 
43 -Sarah  ^alin-b.10  June   1804, 'Test   Nantmel, Pa. -Endowed  18  Dec. 1845- 

iCarried   and  sealed  to  E.Y.18  Aor. 1848- (See  Dos. Hews, 11/25/77,1/3/78. 

Also   Pioneers  i   Prom. Hen, p. 1267-3. S- I. ) 
44-Ellza  Bur&ess-b.8  Dec. 1827, Stockport ,Eng. -End. 24  Dec.l845-Married  and 

sealed  to  B.Y. 30  Oct. 1852-     One   child. 
45-^ari  01dfleld-b.2g   June   1791,:.Iinisich,N.Y.-d.24  Sep.l875-End.7  Jan. 1846- 

:.:.lS.to   E.Y.16    Lec.l852-0ther  Husband   "I.Eli   Xelsey"-(She   was   again 

sealed  to  5.Y.16   Oct .1863-3.3. I. ) 
46-Catherlne   Reess-b.27  Jan.lS04,  New  York,  N.Y.-il.&S.to  3.Y.19  June   1855- 

(She  was   the  motner  of  H.B.Clawson-Des.    News,  11/8/02-5.3  . 1 .  ) 
47 -Harriet    Amelia  Folsom-b.23   Aug. I838, Buffalo, N. Y.-d.  11  Dec.l910-Snd.3  ailch. 

1861-;.:arrled   and  sealed  to  B.Y. 24  Jan.  1863. 
47-Harrietf  Smeline  3arney-b .  13  Oct  .1830,  Amherst ,  O.-d.  14   Feb.lQll-Endowed 

22  Jan.  1546-;.:. iS. to  s.Y.14  rich. I856 -Other  Husband   "l.Nr. Sabers "-1   child. 
49 -Nary  Van;  Cptt-b.2   Feb.l844,Elmire,N.Y.-d.5  Jan.l884-i:nd.l8^Aor.l85o- 

Il.&S.to   S.Y.S  Jan.l865-Other  Husband    "1. Jarr.es    Cobb"-   Or-.o    r>hild.  -- 
50- Ann  Eliza  Webb-b .  13   Sep.  1842   or  44, Nauvoo,  111. -End.  18  Jul.l860~...arrled 

and    sealed  to   5.Y.7   Apr.l868-Other  Husband   "i. Jarr.es   Leach  Eee,sld.4   Aor. 

1863"-In   these   last   3   entries  B.Y.is   listed  as    husband  No. 2 
51-Ellgabeth  Jones-b.2  Apr. 1814, Wales-End. 15  3ep.l851-M.&S.to  B.Y.3  Jul. 

1669-Cther  Husbands    "l.Dan  Jones(sld.3   Nov. 1849)    2. John  Henry  Tuttle(sld. 

23  Jul.l858)"-3.Y.was   listed  as  husband  No. 3. 

52-Lydia  Farnsworth-b.5  Feb. 1808, Dorset, Vt.-M.&S. to  B.Y.8  2.1ay   1870(3he   was 
_  living    in  Pleasant   Grove   in  1879-See  Journal  of  J.D.T.McAllister,7/2l/79 

-Vives   Not    Included  in  these  Work   Sheets 


53-Olive   Adai:  s   3mibh-b.24  Sep.  1812, Oxford  Co. ,  Ale. -Sealed,  for  time, Ho  B.Y. 

in  Nauvoo    ran pie,  15  Jan. 1846. 
54- "Amanda  Young  "-She   took   her    "second,  anointings-"   in  the    Nauvoo   Temple, 

along   with  20   of  his   wives. 
55-Elizabeuh  Ben~-t-b.2I  Nov.  1007, Sweden-Sealed  to  B.Y. 6  iich.l879,St .Geo.Temf 
56 -Sarah  Ann  Ncronald-B.5  Nch.l856-Pioneers  &  ?rom.A!en,o.  1057, 1267 
57-Elizabeth  Robison-b.29  Aor.1850-        "  "        "        "      "   1138,1267 

58-Eliza  Babcock-  "  "         "        "      "   728,1257 

59-^afbJiAs  Gibson-   Richar  F.   Eurton,in  his   City  Of  The   Saints. p. 424,    said: 
Captain  Gibson   "lately  became   a  convert   to  Mormonism, married  his 
daughter   to  &;r.    Brigham  Young, and   in  sundry   lectures   delivered  in  the 
Tabernacle,    advised  the   establishment    of  a  stake   of   Zion  in  the 
"Islands   of   the    Sea"...." 

There   were   also   nearly   150   dead  women  sealed  to   Brigham  Young   up  to 
April   25,1660. 
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translated  by  Bro  E,  Wesley  Smith 


Walter  I«!urray  Gibson.   Name  File.  Church  Historian's  Office,  Salt  Lake  City. 

Certificate  of  3aptism 

Walter  M.  Gibson  was  baptized  in  City  Creek  by  Heber  C.  Kimball 
January  1^»  i860  at  about  7:5°  P»m«  (near  the  house  of  Heber  C. 
Kimball).   He  was  confirmed  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  by  President  3righam  Young  (who  was 
mouth)  and  Heber  C.  Kimball,  and  Daniel  H.  Wells  in  President 
Brigham  Young's  office  at  8:^0  p.m.,  January  1^»  i860. 


Talulah  Lucy  Gibson,  born  in  Montevidio,  Slbert  Co.,  State  of 
Georgia  October  12,  184J  was  baptized  in  City  Creek  near  Heber 
C»  Kimball  house  by  President  Heber  C.  Kimball  January  1^,  i860 
at  7:^0  p.m.   Confirmed  by  3righam  Young,  Heber  C.  Kimball  (mouth) 
and  Daniel  H«  Wells  in  Brigham  Young's  office. 


The  foregoing  certificates  were  done  /by/  Henry  Maiben  and  George  Sims. 
"The  message  of  good  will"  was  attached  to  a  narrow  breadth  of  yellow  silk; 
fixed  off  with  ribbons  and  a  seal  affixed;   The  Trusty  Message  had  the  ribbons 
to  fasten  it  Vith  the  seal  but  not  the  yellow  silk  back.   The  Captain  had  also 
another  Recommend  worded  as  follows: 

Elder  Murray  Gibson  /Walter  omitted/,  the  bearer  is  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and  is  appointed  a  mission  to  preach  the 
Gospel  and  administer  in  its  ordinances0 

We  invite  all  men  to  give  heed  to' his  teachings  and  councils  as  a  man  of 
God,  and  to  assist  him  in  his  travels. 

And  we  pray  God  the  eternal  father  to  bless  Elder  Gibson,  and  all  who  receive 

him  and  minister  to  his  necessities  with  the  blessings  of  Heaven  and  earth  for 

time  and  for  all  eternity  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  amen. 

Signed,  Great  Salt  Lake  City,   Brigham  Young 

Heber  C.  Kimball 
Daniel  H.  Wells 


Brigham  Young,  Papers.  "Journal  of  President  3.  Young's  Office,   Great  Salt 
Lake  City,  Book  D*  (Church  Historians  Office). 

Tuesday,  November  20,  i860.   Presidents  Yojng  and  Kimball  signed  Captain 

Gibson's  papers  of  recomnendation,  one  wa3  a  Tru3ty  Message  to  the  Malay  people 

worded  as  follows;   These  words  of  greeting  and  good  will  are  uttered  and  sent 

forth  by  3righam  Young,  Heber  C.  Kimball,  and  Daniel  H.  Wells,  the  First  Presidency 

of  the  Church  of  the  Most  High  God,  who  rules  in  the  Heavens,  and  on  the  Earth; 

and  are  sent  unto  the  wise,  powerful,  and  gracious  potentates;  even  unto  the 

illustrious,  Susunans;  Sultans,  Pajas,  Panjoranges,  and  Kapallas  of  the  renowned, 

brave,  v;ise,  and  hospital  Malay  People,  who  dwell  in  the  Islands  of  the  great  and 

little  Seas,  above  and  beneath  the  winds. 

Nov/  the  purpose  of  this  writing  is  to  set  forth  that  the  bearer  thereof 
Walter  Murray  Gibson  is  a  well  beloved  and  faithful  brother,  an  Elder  and  High 
Priest  in  the  Church  of  the  living  God,  and  is  sent  forth  to  bear  messages  of 
truth,  to  declare  the  will  of  the  Most  High  God,  as  it  has  been  set  forth  in 
Revelation  unto  his  Chosen  and  annointed  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  for  the  happiness 
and  salvation  unto  eternal  life,  of  the  children  of  men,  even  of  all  who  shall 
accept  his  words. 

And  now  we  futhermore,  we  Brigham  Young,  Heber  C.  Kimball,  and  Daniel. 
Veils,  the  First  Presidency  of  the  Church  of  the  Most  High  God  invite  all  the 
illustrous  Princes  and  People  of  the  Royal  Malay  Race,  Kindred  and  Tongues,  to 
open  their  ears  unto  the  words  of  the  beloved  Walter  Murray  Gibson,  whose  heart 
is  clean  and  pure,  as  a  true  Ambassador  of  God  and  His  Prophet  in  these  last 
days;  and  to  assist  him  to  journey  in  peace  in  the  lands,  islands,  and  seas,  and 
it  shall  truly  come  to  pas3  that  whosoever  shall  receive  him  and  shall  accept 
his  message  of  Truth,  shall  be  blessed  withthe  gifts  and  powers  of  God.   These 
words  are  according  to  the  dictation  unto  us  of  the  Spirit  of  God  the  Supreme 

and  Eternal  Father  of  men. 

Signed  and  sealed  in  Great  Salt  Lake  City  in  the  land  of  Zion  which  is  the 
great  land  of  America,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month  of  November  in  the 
year  I860, 


Cirtvha^r^'rraPSr,S*u"Jrrnal,0f  Presi?ent  3-  Yo^'s  Office,  Great  Salt  Lake 
City,  Book  D"  (Cnurch  Historian's  Office) 

Tuesday,  November  20,  i860.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  message  of  good  will. 

To  the  Illustrious  and  Renowned  Potentate  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Tycoon 
of  Niphon,  Matsmai,  Kinsia,  Likoke,  and  other  islands  of  Japan,  these  words  of 
peace  and  Salutation,  from  Brigham  Young ,  Heber  Chase  Kimball,  and  DariielHammer  Walls, 
the  First  Presidency  of  the  People  of  Deseret,  dwelling  in  the  Vallies  of  the  Great 
Central  Mountains  on  the  continent  of  North  America. 

Now  the  purpose  of  this  writing  is  to  set  forth  that  the  bearer  hereof  Captain 
Walter  Murray  Gibson  is  a  well  informed,  honored  and  trusty  citizen  of  Deseret;- 
who  is  well  deserving  of  the  confidence  of  the  First  Presidency,  who  commission 
him  to  communicate  friendly  desires  and  purposes,  unto  the  Imperial  Sovereign 
of  the  Islands  of  Japan. 

This  is  furthermore  to  set  forth,  that  the  trusty  Captain  Walter  Murray 
Gibson  is  hereby  authorized  and  commissioned  to  comramicate  unto  His  Majesty  the 
Tycoon,  the  plan  of  Government,  the  social  order,  the  arts,  munufacturers,  and 
cultures;  and  all  other  information  appertaining  to  the  People  of  Deseret  and 
also  it  will  be  the  duty  and  desire  of  the  Trusty  Captain  Walter  Murray  Gibson 
to  obtain  with  the  permission  of  His  Majesty  the  Ticoon  information  of  all  things 
appertaining  to  the  Empire  of  Japan;  even  a  Knowledge  of  the  wisdom  of  its 
Government,  of  the  Excellency  of  its  manufacturers,  and  of  the  truths  brought 
by  the  priests  of  religion,  and  the  men  of  wisdom  to  be  brought  back  for  the 
Enlightenment  and  pleasure  of  the  people  of  Desereto 

Now  we  the  First  Presidency  of  the  People  of  Deseret,  pray  His  majesty 

the  Tycoon;  and  those  of  his  officers  and  servants,  unto  whom  this  writing  sahll 

come,  that  they  will  give  protection  and  assistance  unto  the  trusty  Captain  Walter 

Murray  Gibson;  and  we  in  so  doing  the  gratitude  of  the  First  Presidency  and  People 

of  Deseret  shall  be  strong  and  abiding,  even  to  a  friendship  faithful  and  fruitful 

unto  His  Majesty  the  Tycoon;  and  the  people  of  the  islands  of  Japan. 

Signed      Brigham  Young,  Hebor  C,  Kimball,  Daniel 

H.  Wells 
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Sandwich  Islands 
Diaries  Acquired 

Two  of  the  original  diaries  of  Walter 
Muiray  Gibson,  along  with  notes  from 
four  additional  Gibson  diaries,  were  re- 
cently donated  to  the  Brigham  Young 
University  library  by  the  well-known 
historian  of  the  Hawaiian  monarchy, 
Kathleen  Dickinson  Mellen,  and  by 
Gwynn  Barrett,  author  of  this  article. 

The  Gibson  diaries  were  given  to 
Mrs.  Mellen  many  years  ago  by  Mrs. 
Rachel  Wescoatt,  the  last  surviving 
grandchild  of  Walter  Murray  Gibson. 
Mrs.  Mellen  presented  the  diaries  and 
vpapers  to  Mr.  Barrett  who  recently  re- 
turned to  the  mainland  after  a  decade  of 
teaching  and  study  in  the  Pacific  Is- 
lands. 

Gibson,  who  joined  the  Mormons  in 
January,  1860,  having  been  baptized  by 
Heber  C.  Kimball  and  confirmed  under 
the  hands  of  the  presidency  of  the 
Church,  filled  a  six-month  mission  in 
New  York  before  departing  for  Japan 
and  Malaya  as  a  special  emissary  of 
the  First  Presidency.  Correspondence 
between  Gibson  and  Brigham  Young 
from  1860  through  1862  indicates  that  the 
former  was  held  in  high  regard  by  Presi- 
dent Young,  who  fully  approved  of  Gib- 
son's work  in  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
(Gibson  intended  to  stay  in  Hawaii  only 
temporarily;  however,  circumstances  led 
him  to  remain  there  until  the  last  year 
of  his  life). 

While  Gibson,  in  the  minds  of  some, 
at  least,  was  a  "great  rascal,"  to  be 
equated  with  Samuel  Brannan  or,  per- 
haps, John  C.  Bennett,  an  examination 
of  the  diaries,  as  well  as  other  papers 
and  correspondence,  suggests  that  Gib- 
son should  be  remembered  as  a  great 
friend  of  the  Mormons.   He  alone  was 
not    responsible    for    the    irregularities 
I  .which,  it  has  been  assumed,  were  intro- 
I'duced  by  him  into  the  Church  in  the 
1  islands. 


WALTER    MURRAY    GIBSON-prominent   figure    in   early   history   of   the   Mormon 
Church  in  the  Sandwich  Islands. 


The  two  diaries,  now  at  BYU,  cover 
the  period  from  January  1,  1886,  to  De- 
cember 31,  1887  (Gibson  died  of  tuber- 
culosis in  St.  Mary"s  Hospital  in  San 
Francisco,  January  24,  1888).  Walter 
Murray  Gibson  became  the  Premier  of 


Hawaii  in  May  of  1882.  during  the  reign 
of  King  David  Kalakaua.  and  served  the 
Hawaiian  Kingdom  in  tins  capacity  until 
July  of  1887,  when  his  departure  for  San 
Francisco  was  forced  upon  him  by  the 
white,  sugar  oligarchy. 


Taiwan  Librarian 
Locates  Letters 


Recently,  a  valuable  collection  of  let- 
ters and  one  small  journal  penned  by  a 
Mormon  pioneer  woman  were  located 
by  and  made  available  to  Brigham 
Young  University  through  a  librarian  in 
Taipei,  Taiwan. 

The  letters  and  small  journal  be- 
longed to  Phoebe  K.  Pratt,  and  the  earli- 
est entry  in  the  journal  is  a  copy  of  a 
patriarchal  blessing  given  to  Phoebe  K. 
Pratt  by  Patriarch  Joseph  Smith,  Sr.,  at 
Stow,  Ohio,  May  18,  1836. 

The  letters  cover  a  very  interesting 
period  of  Church  history,  beginning  with 
the  preparation  of  the  Saints  to  leave 
Nauvoo  and  ending  in  the  Salt  Lake  Val- 
ley, 1867.  One  letter,  postmarked  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri  (probably  about  1847, 
letter  is  not  dated),  states  in  part:  "I 
am  obliged  to  improve  my  time  to  the 
best  advantage  to  procure  a  livelyhood 
and  to  accumulate  means  to  pursue  my 
journey  in  the  spring  if  an  opportunity 
should  be  presented  to  go  to  the  valley— 
This  gathering  is  not  the  spur  of  a  mo- 
ment it  appears  that  it  must  take  some 
years  to  remove  the  whole  church  and 
their  number  is  daily  increasing  the 
great  and  wise  the  rich  and  noble  are 
gathering  in  from  the  old  countries  by 
hundreds  and  thousands." 

A  letter  dated  March  5,  1858,  tells  of 
the  army  approaching  the  settlements: 
"You  no  dout  have  heard  of  the  armies 
that  are  coming  against  this  people  to 
destroy  them— there  was  some  thousands 
that  come  on  last  summer  with  a  de- 
termination to  winter  in  this  vally— but 
the  Lord  would  not  suffer  them  to  come 
any  further  than  Green  River  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  from  here  where 
they  are  left  to  suffer  there  horses  and 
cattle  have  died  and  they  can  procede 
no  further." 

Whether  it  be  Provo,  Utah,  Taiwan  or 
some  other  place  of  interest,  worthy 
manuscript  materials  of  various  types 
are  in  need  of  better  protection.  The 
Brigham  Young  University  library  has 
one  of  the  finest  facilities  in  the  western 
United  States  for  the  preservation  of 
this  type  of  material.  The  controlled 
temperature,  humidity,  and  security  pro- 
visions give  the  library  conditions  similar 
to  the  National  Archives  of  Washington, 
D.C. 

If  you  know  of  any  diaries,  books, 
manuscripts,  old  periodicals,  or  news- 
papers that  may  be  of  interest  from  an 
historical  standpoint,  please  contact 
Director  of  Libraries,  Brigham  Young 
University,   Provo,   Utah. 


INTERVIEWEE  PRESENTS  RARE  PHOTOS  of  BYA  Scientific  Expedition  to  South 
America,  1900-1902.  Shown  with  their  horses  at  Kanab,  Utah,  May  4,  1900,  are  three 
members  of  the  expedition.  From  left  to  right:  Lafe  Reese,  Royal  Woolley,  donor 
of  picture,  and  Eugene  L.  Roberts.  U1 

Oral   Histories  Aid  Research  Studies 


»i 


Conducting  tape-recorded  interviews 
with  students  who  attended  Brigham 
Young  University  in  its  early  years,  as 
well  as  with  other  senior  citizens  of 
Utah,  is  an  activity  that  has  been  con- 
ducted for  a  number  of  years  by  the 
University  Archives  section  of  the  J. 
Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  Library. 

For  lack  of  a  better  name,  the  pro- 
gram is  known  as  "oral  history."  Re- 
corded reminiscences,  although  not  al- 
ways accurate,  are  nevertheless  valu- 
able, as  such  recollections  often  fill  in 
additional  information  or  sidelights  to 
people  and  events  of  yesteryears  that 
are  not  always  found  in  printed  historical 
accounts. 

An  incident  not  generally  known  in 
the  life  of  BYU  Principal  Karl  G.  Maeser 
was  brought  to  light  in  a  recorded  inter- 
view in  1964  with  the  late  Eva  Maeser 
Crandall,  a  daughter.  She  recalled  that 
while  as  a  young  child  walking  home 
with  her  father  from  a  meeting  at 
the  Provo  Tabernacle,  she  remarked, 
"Father,  they  don't  think  the  school  is 
as  good  as  it  was  when  you  were  there." 
The  reply:  "Oh,  my  child,  it  should 
never  have  been  said.  That  is  a  school 
of  destiny,  and  no  man  can  thwart  its 
purpose." 


To  date,  recorded  interviews  have 
been  conducted  with  the  following  alum- 
ni who  attended  BYU  before  the  turn  of 
the  century  or  shortly  afterward:  Lowry 
Nelson,  Alex  Hedquist,  Clark  Wewell,  g, 
Mrs.  Sadie  Fletcher  Jones,  Mrs.  Margar-  ^ 
et  Maw,  Mrs.  Marie  Rollins,  George  ^ 
Shelley,  Amasa  Clark,  Francis  W.  Kirk-  j  ca 
ham,  Leah  Widtsoe,  Orville  C.  Day,  Roy-  I  sr 
al  B.  Woolley,  and  Mrs.  Eva  Maeser 
Crandall. 

Other  senior  citizens  of  Utah  who  did 
not  attend  BYU  but  who  have  been  inter- 
viewed to  record  their  recollections  of 
early  days  in  Utah  are  the  following: 
the  late  Mrs.  Hilda  Erickson,  108-year- 
old  resident  of  Utah,  who  was  the  last 
surviving  immigrant  Mormon  pioneer  to 
cross  the  plains  before  the  railroad; 
four  Mormon  colonists  from  Mexico- 
Earl  Stowell,  Canute  Breinholt,  Alma 
Walser,  and  Charles  Burrell;  and  Alden 
J.  Anderson  of  Salt  Lake  City,  former 
traffic  manager  of  the  old  Salt  Lake  and 
Utah  Railroad  Company.  < 

Approximately  1,500  pages  of  tran- 
scriptions with  indexes  have  been  pre- 
pared thus  far  from  the  tape-recorded 
interviews.  tion 
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HONORS  STUDY  ROOM— located  on  the  fourth  level  of  the  Clark    Library    Building, 
spacious  study  area  was  established  in  1964. 


Seating   capacity    is    125    students.     This 


Library  Houses  Honors  Center 


It  is  particularly  appropriate  that  the 
Brigham  Young  University  Honors  Pro- 
gram center  and  study  room  is  housed  in 
the  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  Library,  be- 
cause both  the  program  and  the  edifice 
symbolize  the  University's  striving  for 
academic  excellence. 

Established  in  1961,  the  Honors  Pro- 
gram assists  students  with  unusual  prom- 
ise to  achieve  the  maximum  benefit 
from  their  university  experience.  Among 
the  specific  advantages  offered  are: 

1.  Flexibility  in  programming,  in  that' 
course    prerequisites,    load    limits,    and 
general  requirements  may  be  adjusted 
to  meet  individual  needs. 

2.  Close  association  with  capable  stu- 
dents and  stimulating  teachers  in  honors 
sections  of  many  courses. 

3.  Independent  research  and  creative 
activity  in  fields  of  primary  interest. 

4.  Rewarding  extracurricular  asso- 
ciation with  teachers  and  other  Honors 
Program  students. 

Almost  eight  hundred  students,  whose 
predictors  of  success  in  higher  educa- 
tion place  them  above  the  ninety-seventh 


percentile  by  national  norms,  are  pres- 
ently in  the  program,  while  another  hun- 
dred men  are  on  leave  for  missionary  or 
military  service.  Supervising  their  ac- 
tivities from  the  honors  center  on  the 
fourth  level  of  the  library  are  Associate 
Directors  Richard  D.  Poll,  Richard  L. 
Bushman,  and  J.  Duane  Dudley. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  cen- 
ter is  the  Honors  Study  Room.  Attrac- 
tive carpeting,  draperies,  and  paneled 
walls  were  contributed  by  students  in 
the  program  under  a  continuing  and 
quite  voluntary  fund-r  a  i  s  i  n  g  plan. 
Equipped  with  a  growing  collection  of 
reference  books,  significant  literary 
works,  and  current  publications,  the 
study  room  serves  the  intellectual  and, 
if  the  truth  were  admitted,  some  of  the 
social  needs  of  a  large  faction  of  the 
total  program  enrollment. 

The  bulletin  boards  in  the  study 
room  not  only  inform  of  coming  honors 
panels,  firesides,  student  lectures,  dis- 
cussion breakfasts,  and  socials,  but  also 
carry  some  of  the  wit  and  wisdom  of  the 
more  extroverted  participants.  An 
elected   student   advisory   council   plans 


and  conducts  the  various  extracurricular 
activities  and,  incidentally,  checks  to  see 
that  the  spontaneous  contributions  to 
the  bulletin  boards  are  of  honors  quality. 
Although  several  of  the  academic  de- 
partments offer  advanced  honors 
courses  for  majors  and  minors,  and  the 
University  scholar  program  gives  out- 
standing honors  students  opportunity  for 
individual  research  and  creative  projects 
in  the  junior  and  senior  year,  the  primary 
impact  of  the  BYU  Honors  Program  is 
in  the  general  education  area.  Honors 
sections  of  standard  general  education 
courses  feature  limited  enrollment  and 
maximum  discussion  opportunities.  In 
addition,  several  specially  designed  Intef 
disciplinary  and  team-taught  courses 
seek  to  carry  the  student  participants 
beyond  the  mastery  of  definitions  tod 
data  to  the  exploration  of  the  meanings 
and  implications  of  knowledge  The 
senior  oral  examination  then  gtves  op- 
portunity for  the  honors  student  to  give 
an  accounting  of  his  Stewardship  to  a 
committee  of  three  faculty  members— a 
frightening  but  also  challenging  and  e\ 

citing  experience 


CONTRIBUTING 
FRIENDS 


The  following  is  a  list  of  those  con- 
tributing gifts,  cash,  or  books  in  support 
of  the  library.  Donors  are  for  the  months 
of  November  and  December  1967. 

BOOKS  AND  MANUSCRIPTS 

Altrusa  Club  of  Provo 

Anderson,  H.  Verlan 

Anderson,  Mario 

Anderson,  Richard  L. 

Baker,  Ama  Nowlin 

Beck,  Jay  V. 

Bentley,  Joseph  T. 

Bird,  Freeman  C. 

BYU  Hospitality  Committee 

BYU  Second  Stake  Sunday  School 

Brown,  Harold  W. 

Bullock,  Kenneth  C. 

Cameron,  J.  Elliot 

Chang,  Tien-Tse  Estate 

Church,  Lewis 

Clark,  James  R. 

Coleman,  Arthur  D. 

Croft,  Evan  M. 

Cullimore,  Lloyd  L. 

Dick,  Gerald 

Easter,  George  M. 

Evans,  LaMar 

Faulkner,  J.  Earl 

Frazier,  Boydean 

Goodman,  A.  Harold 

Grow,  Stewart  L. 

Hall,  H.  Tracy 

Hansen,  George  H. 

Horsley,  Dorothy 

Hunter,  Howard  W. 

Jacobson,  Lynn  M. 

Jameson,  Robert 

Johansson,  Gust 

Johnson,  Anna 

Jones,  Garth  N. 

Lamson,  Merle 

Larsen,  A.  Dean 

McCune,  George  M. 

Midgley,  Louis 

Moore,  Hal  G. 

Moses,  Darrell 

Pardoe,  T.  Earl 

Partridge,  Mark  N. 

Pearson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald 

Pehrson,  Sadie 

Provo  Rotary  Club 

Richan,  F.  Partridge 

Sanderson,  Ivan  L. 

Smith,  David  L. 

Smith,  Harold  T. 

Smith,  Oliver  R. 

Sorenson,  Mrs.  Ben 

Springer,  L.  Frank 

Steele,  Randall 

Symons,  Joseph  N. 

Taylor,  Harvey  L. 

Thome,  Lucile 

Trunnell,  Jack  B. 


Turner,  Mrs.  Floy  L. 
Walker,  Rudger  H. 
White,  David  A. 
White,  Fred  G. 
Wimmer,  Larry  T. 
Young,  Karl 

BOOKS  GIVEN  "IN  MEMORY" 

Reynolds,  Alice  Louise  Club,  Chapter  6 

MEMORIAL  CASH  GIFTS 

Billings,  Russell  M. 

Bird,  Lee  A. 

BYU  Faculty  &  Staff 

BYU  Seventh  Stake 

Callahan  Springs  Second  Ward 

Seminary 
Earl,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  J. 
Edwards,  William  F. 
Froerer,  Owen 
Mickelsen,  Kalvin  G. 
Palmer,  Charles 
Sandstrom,  Carl  L. 
Saunders,  Lorin  C. 
Saunders,  Wayne  E. 
Valentine,  Amy  Y. 
Vest,  H.  Grant 


ALUMNI  EMERITUS  DONORS 

Litster,  Mrs.  William  T. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  con- 
tributing to  the  "Friends  of  the  Brigham 
Young  University  Library"  Program 
from  November  1,  1967,  to  December  31, 
1967. 

SPONSOR 

Brown,  James  C. 
Flake,  Chad 
Larson,  Gustive  0. 
Savage,  Arley  F. 

CONTRIBUTING  MEMBERS 

Allphin,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Nylin 
Chapman,  Cor  ma 
Nelson,  Donald  K. 
Thorn,  Lucile 

SUSTAINING  MEMBERS 

Broadhead,  Daken  K. 
Eustice,  J.  Blaine 
Fairchild,  Vanda 
Hawker,  Alora 
Jenson,  Gloria 
Jones,  Lorin  F. 
Larsen,  A.  Dean 
Parrish,  Joyce 
Pope,  Elizabeth 

MEMBERS 

Albrecht,  Sterling 
Boren,  John  H. 
Bowen,  John  E. 
Casper,  Gordon 


Clove,  Frank  E. 
Conklin,  C.  E. 
Francis,  Janet 
Galbraith,  Ted  W. 
Gillespie,  Eva  G. 
Heer,  Phillip 
Helvey,  Edren 
Isgreen,  E.  Paul 
Jordan,  Paul 
Judd,  George  D. 
Knowles,  Paul  W. 
Lamson,  Merle 
Matthews,  Karen 
Mueller,  Marjorie 
Oaks,  Carol 
Oscarson,  R.  Don 
Pope,  Wiley 
Sander,  Mary  M. 
Scott,  Hollis 
Smith,  Nathan 
Smith,  Willard  R. 
Steenblik,  Joseph  F. 
Sun,  Lydia 
Teglassy,  Madelaine 
Webb,  Beth 
Wiggins,  Marvin 


Library 
Postscripts 

Expensive    Rubbish 

"The  highest  price  ever  paid  for  any 
manuscript  is  $280,000,  paid  in  1933  by 
the  British  Museum  to  the  USSR  Govern- 
ment for  the  1600-year-old  manuscript 
bible,  'Codex  Sinaiticus,'  originally  from 
the  Monastery  of  St.  Catharine  on  Mt. 
Sinai,  Egypt."  (The  manuscript  was 
rescued  from  a  rubbish  pile  in  1844). 
— Guiness'  Book  of  World  Records,  1966, 
p.  163. 


Chief  Aim  of  BYU 

"...  I  thought  I  should  like  to  say  a 
few  words  regarding  the  fundamental 
objectives  of  this  great  school  (BYU) 
...  I  think  the  noblest  aim  is  character, 
notwithstanding  what  some  leading  pro- 
fessors say  about  the  special  work  of  a 
university."  —An  address  by  President 
David  O.  McKay  of  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  to  the  BYU 
Faculty  Workshop,  September  17,   1954. 


Restricted  Vision 

Someone  has  said,  "a  student  working' 
with  text  books  alone,  is  like  a  traveler 
abroad  who  keeps  his  nose  in  the  guide 
book  and  never  looks  at  the  life  around 

him"      1    94(    Q 

1600  63427  1-68 


liSi  mm'l"   L1BR««»    BVU  H4WAI 


3  3300  00313  4603 


►•cine  lM 
DU627.7 

.G5G5 


6091c 


Diary  of  Walter  Murray  Gibson. 


RALPH  E.  WOOLLEY  LIBRARY 


THE  CHURCH  COLLEGE  OF  HAWAII 


LIBRARY  BUREAU  CAT.  NO.  1175.3 


